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Abstract 
Photosynthetic activity of three seagrass species, Posidonia sinuosa Cambridge et Kuo, 
Posidonia australis Hook. f. and Halophila ovalis (R. Br.) Hook., growing in Cockburn 
Sound, Western Australia, was assessed using an underwater pulse amplitude modulated 
fluorometer (Diving-PAM).  The study aimed to determine possible causes and the 
extent of stress to seagrasses during transplantation, so that rehabilitation efforts can be 
improved by reducing stress during the transplant process. 
 
Absorptance factors for each species were determined as 0.64 ± 0.04 for P. sinuosa, 
0.59 ± 0.02 for P. australis and 0.55 ± 0.02 for H. ovalis, which were substantially 
lower than previously reported photosynthetic absorption factors. Transmittance, 
reflectance and non-photosynthetic absorptance of light diverted between 35-45% of 
irradiance from use in photosynthesis.  An investigation of potential errors during 
measurement of rapid light curves (RLCs) reinforced the importance of ensuring that 
leaves remained stationary in the Universal Sample Holder.  Any movement of seagrass 
leaves resulted in incorrect measurements of electron transport rates (ETR). 
 
A study on seasonal photosynthetic rates of each species found that maximum ETR 
(ETRmax) varied seasonally and among species.  The highest ETRmax for each species 
occurred during summer, when ambient irradiances were at a maximum, and decreased 
during autumn.  H. ovalis had the highest overall ETRmax  in  summer,  followed  by         
P. australis and P. sinuosa. Effective quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′) of each species varied 
seasonally, changing inversely with irradiance, which agrees with previously reported 
studies.  ETRmax for each species also showed a diurnal pattern coincident with 
irradiance throughout the day.  The ΔF/Fm′ for all species demonstrated a diurnal 
decrease in photosynthetic efficiency coincident with the midday irradiance maximum.  
Large natural variation in ETR was detected in all species, indicating that the effects of 
external stress on ETR may be difficult to detect.     IV
Two adjacent, physically separated seagrass meadows were examined to determine if 
apparent visual differences between the sites were reflected by measured physical and 
photosynthetic characteristics.  ETR, leaf area index and sediment grain size differed 
between sites, but ΔF/Fm′, canopy height, shoot density and epiphyte biomass did not, 
indicating a poor connection between physical and photosynthetic characteristics at 
these two meadows.  Therefore caution should be used when attempting to visually 
assess the photosynthetic activity of a site based on physical characteristics. 
 
Changes in photosynthetic activity were monitored to determine seagrass stress during 
transplantation, and post-transplantation recovery.  Two transplantation methods, sprigs 
and plugs, were examined, and photosynthetic activity was compared before, during and 
after transplantation.  ETRmax of sprigs took one to two months to increase to the same 
level recorded at a control meadow, primarily due to desiccation stress suffered during 
transport.  The ΔF/Fm′ decreased below 0.2 after transplantation, but fully recovered 
after three months.  Survival of sprigs was reduced due to strong currents and heavy 
epiphytic fouling.  The ETRmax of transplanted plugs (5, 10 and 15 cm diameter) took up 
to one week to recover to the same level recorded at a control meadow.  Survival of 
plugs was reduced due to winter swells and storms.  Since the leading human-controlled 
cause of transplant failure was desiccation stress, future transplanting efforts should 
endeavour to keep seagrasses submerged at all times during the transplanting process.    V
Acknowledgments  
 
My thanks go to my supervisors, Mike van Keulen and Eric Paling.  Few students have 
the good fortune to work alongside people whom they genuinely admire, respect and 
look up to, and be able to call them friends.  I am one of the lucky ones and am grateful 
that my friends have shared their experiences and advice so that I could learn from 
them.    
 
To Lesley Brain for enlightening me on the subject of statistics and putting a smile on 
my face when I got it right. 
 
Thanks to Mike Durako who gave help and advice regarding absorptance factors, and 
Peter Ralph, Cate Macinnis-Ng and Jeff Cosgrove for tips on curve-fitting and how to 
handle a somewhat troublesome Diving-PAM. 
 
To Grey Coupland for her friendship and jelly snakes in times of need. 
 
Thank you to my mates who never let me down when I asked for field assistants and 
who always came out cheerfully with me despite the water  temperature:                   
Sam Bridgwood, Jason Webb, Beech Simmonds, Kirk Rumball, Warren Chisholm, 
Tennille Irvine, Natalie Rosser and Yvette Pedretti.   
 
Thanks to Dave Tunbridge, Mike, Gus, Steve and the guys at the Murdoch University 
Dive Club for always making sure my tanks were filled for another long day of diving.  
Thanks to Ben Toohey, Lachlan Partington, Bob Gunn, David Rivers, Dieter and 
Edith Horn. 
   VI
Table of Contents 
ABSTRACT...................................................................................................................... III 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS......................................................................................................V 
TABLE OF CONTENTS .....................................................................................................VI 
FIGURES..........................................................................................................................IX 
TABLES..........................................................................................................................XII 
ABBREVIATIONS AND DEFINITIONS.............................................................................XIII 
1.   INTRODUCTION...................................................................................................14 
1.1  Seagrass ecosystems ..........................................................................................14 
1.1.1  The loss of seagrass meadows ..............................................................15 
1.1.2 Seagrass  transplantation........................................................................16 
1.2  Photosynthesis and primary production.........................................................17 
1.2.1  Measuring photosynthesis using chlorophyll fluorometry....................17 
1.2.2 Seagrass  research  using  chlorophyll fluorometry.................................21 
1.3  Aims....................................................................................................................24 
2.   ABSORPTANCE FACTORS OF POSIDONIA SINUOSA,  POSIDONIA AUSTRALIS 
AND HALOPHILA OVALIS, AND POTENTIAL ERRORS DURING MEASUREMENT 
OF RAPID LIGHT CURVES.....................................................................................26 
2.1  Introduction.......................................................................................................26 
2.2  Methods..............................................................................................................29 
2.2.1   Determining the absorptance factor of seagrass leaves.........................29 
2.2.2  Potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves...................29 
2.2.2.1 Chlorophyll  fluorescence  measurements......................................29 
2.2.3 Data  analysis.........................................................................................31 
2.3  Results ................................................................................................................32 
2.3.1 Absorptance  factor................................................................................32 
2.3.2  Potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves...................32 
2.4  Discussion...........................................................................................................35 
2.4.1 Absorptance  factor................................................................................35 
2.4.2  Potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves...................36   VII
3.   SEASONAL VARIATION IN THE PHOTOSYNTHETIC RATES OF POSIDONIA 
SINUOSA, POSIDONIA AUSTRALIS AND HALOPHILA OVALIS .................................39 
3.1  Introduction.......................................................................................................39 
3.2  Methods..............................................................................................................41 
3.2.1 Study  area..............................................................................................41 
3.2.2  Site and species selection......................................................................43 
3.2.3 Chlorophyll  fluorescence  measurements..............................................43 
3.2.4 Data  analysis.........................................................................................43 
3.3   Results ................................................................................................................44 
3.4   Discussion...........................................................................................................50 
4.   DIURNAL VARIATION IN THE PHOTOSYNTHESIS OF POSIDONIA SINUOSA, 
POSIDONIA AUSTRALIS AND HALOPHILA OVALIS.................................................53 
4.1  Introduction.......................................................................................................53 
4.2  Methods..............................................................................................................55 
4.2.1   Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements..............................................55 
4.2.1.1  Dark-acclimation time for each species........................................55 
4.2.1.2 Diurnal  variation...........................................................................56 
4.2.2 Data  analysis.........................................................................................56 
4.3  Results ................................................................................................................57 
4.3.1  Dark-acclimation time for each species................................................57 
4.3.2 Diurnal  variation...................................................................................57 
4.4  Discussion...........................................................................................................60 
5.   COMPARISON OF PHOTOSYNTHETIC RATES AND MEADOW 
CHARACTERISTICS OF TWO APPARENTLY DIFFERENT SEAGRASS MEADOWS ...63 
5.1  Introduction.......................................................................................................63 
5.2  Methods..............................................................................................................65 
5.2.1 Site  selection.........................................................................................65 
5.2.2 Chlorophyll  fluorescence  measurements..............................................66 
5.2.3 Meadow  characteristics.........................................................................66 
5.2.3.1 Canopy  height...............................................................................66 
5.2.3.2 Shoot  density.................................................................................67 
5.2.3.3  Leaf area index..............................................................................67 
5.2.3.4 Epiphyte  biomass..........................................................................67 
5.2.3.5  Sediment grain size.......................................................................67 
5.2.4 Data  analysis.........................................................................................68 
5.3  Results ................................................................................................................68 
5.4  Discussion...........................................................................................................70   VIII
6.   PHOTOSYNTHETIC RECOVERY AND SURVIVAL OF POSIDONIA SINUOSA 
SPRIGS AND PLUGS AFTER TRANSPLANTATION..................................................74 
6.1  Introduction.......................................................................................................74 
6.2   Methods..............................................................................................................77 
6.2.1   Sprig transplantation at Southern Flats.................................................77 
6.2.1.1 Chlorophyll  fluorescence  measurements......................................79 
6.2.1.2  Sampling protocol during transplantation.....................................79 
6.2.1.3  Sampling protocol after transplantation........................................80 
6.2.1.4 Sampling  times..............................................................................80 
6.2.2   Plug and sprig transplantation at Woodman Point................................81 
6.2.2.1 Chlorophyll  fluorescence  measurements......................................81 
6.2.2.2  Sampling protocol during transplantation.....................................82 
6.2.2.3  Sampling protocol after transplantation........................................83 
6.2.2.4 Sampling  times..............................................................................83 
6.2.3 Data  analysis.........................................................................................83 
6.3  Results ................................................................................................................84 
6.3.1 Sprig  transplantation.............................................................................84 
6.3.2 Plug  transplantation...............................................................................89 
6.4  Discussion...........................................................................................................94 
6.4.1 Sprig  transplantation.............................................................................94 
6.4.2 Plug  transplantation...............................................................................98 
6.4.3  General summary and discussion........................................................101 
7.   SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION...........................................................................104 
7.1  Post script.........................................................................................................109 
8.   REFERENCES.....................................................................................................110 
9.   APPENDIX  OF  ORIGINAL  DATA .......................................................................128 
   IX
Figures 
Figure 1:   Octopus tetricus in a Posidonia australis meadow investigating a 
Diving-PAM. .................................................................................................II 
Figure  2:  Photosynthetic ETRs of Posidonia sinuosa using: (a) standard and 
unshaded treatments, (b) standard and moving treatments, (c) standard 
and half-exposed treatments, (d) standard and changed-distance 
treatments and (e) standard and epiphytised treatments (mean ± SD,   
n = 5).  Within irradiance, ^ indicates where ETR is significantly 
different between treatments (p < 0.05).......................................................34 
Figure 3:   Cockburn Sound, Western Australia, showing study sites at Woodman 
Point, Parmelia Bank and Southern Flats......................................................41 
Figure 4:   Posidonia australis (front) and Posidonia sinuosa (back), Woodman 
Point. ............................................................................................................42 
Figure 5:   Halophila ovalis and Zostera tasmanica (interspersed), Woodman 
Point. ............................................................................................................42 
Figure 6:   Maximum  ETR  (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa,         
(b) Posidonia australis and (c) Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 
to 27 May 2004 at Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not 
measured on 19 March 2004.  Points with the same letters indicate no 
significant difference. ...................................................................................45 
Figure 7:   Maximum  ETR  (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, 
Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 to    
27 May 2004 at Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not 
measured on 19 March 2004.  Within sampling date, bars with the 
same letters indicate no significant difference.............................................46 
Figure  8:    Effective quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′, mean ± SD) of (a) Posidonia 
sinuosa, (b) Posidonia australis and (c) Halophila ovalis  from        
10 October 2003 to 27 May 2004 at Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).    
H. ovalis was not measured on 19 March 2004.  Points with the same 
letters indicate no significant difference.....................................................47 
Figure  9:    Effective quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, 
Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 to               
27 May 2004 at Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not 
measured on 19 March 2004.  Within sampling date, bars with the same 
letters indicate no significant difference.........................................................48 
Figure  10:    Effective quantum yields (ΔF/Fm′) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa,               
(b)  Posidonia australis and (c) Halophila ovalis with respect to 
irradiance at Woodman Point. The curve represents the fitted regression 
equation (exponential decay). .......................................................................49   X
Figure  11:    Effective quantum yields (ΔF/Fm′) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa,              
(b) Posidonia australis and (c) Halophila ovalis with respect to time 
of day (hours) at Woodman Point.  The line represents the fitted 
regression equation (linear)..........................................................................50 
Figure 12:  Maximum  ETR  (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa,          
(b) Posidonia australis and (c) Halophila ovalis from 07:00 to 17:30 h 
at Woodman Point (n = 7).  Surface and underwater irradiance and 
water depth are shown in (d). Points with the same letters indicate no 
significant difference. ...................................................................................58 
Figure 13:  Main effect on (a) species (n = 42) and (b) time (n = 21) for effective 
quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis at Woodman Point.  Points with the 
same letters indicate no significant difference.............................................59 
Figure 14:  Main effect on (a) species (n = 42) and (b) time (n = 21) for potential 
quantum yield (Fv/Fm, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis at Woodman Point.  Points with the 
same letters indicate no significant difference.............................................60 
Figure 15:  West and east Mangles Bay sites, at the southern end of Cockburn 
Sound, Western Australia (Oceanica 2004).................................................66 
Figure 16:  The photosynthetic ETR (mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa at west 
and east Mangles Bay (n = 8).  Within irradiance, ^ indicates where 
ETR is significantly different between sites (p < 0.05). ..............................68 
Figure 17:  The grain size composition at west and east Mangles Bay (mean ± SD, 
n = 5).  Within sediment grain size, bars with the same letters indicate no 
significant difference between sites................................................................70 
Figure 18: Examples of (a) a Posidonia sinuosa sprig tied by the rhizome to a 
wire staple and (b) sprigs ready for transplantation, stored in 
seawater-filled containers during transport..................................................78 
Figure 19:  Examples of (a) transplanting sprigs at Southern Flats using a 1 × 1 m 
quadrat and (b) dark-acclimating Posidonia sinuosa sprigs for 
measurements during transport....................................................................79 
Figure  20: Examples of fluorescence measurements  on  transplant  material,        
(a) PVC plugs inserted before removal, (b) on transplant material 




   XI
Figure  21: Sprig transplant recovery (ETRmax,  mean  ±  SD)  of  transplanted         
(a) November, (b) December and (c) February sprigs, in relation to 
Parmelia Bank (before removal), on the boat (during transport) and 
control meadow at Southern Flats.  Within month, ^ indicates where 
ETRmax were significantly different between sprig transplants and 
control meadow............................................................................................84 
Figure  22: Sprig transplant recovery of (a) November,  (b)  December  and          
(c) February sprigs. Graphs show effective (ΔF/Fm′) and potential 
(Fv/Fm) quantum yield of sprigs in relation to Parmelia Bank (before 
removal), on the boat (during transport) and control meadow at 
Southern Flats (mean ± SD).  Within month, ^ indicates where yield 
was significantly different between sprig transplants and control 
meadow........................................................................................................86 
Figure 23:  Photosynthetic rates of sprigs left submerged in a crate overnight and 
sprigs planted the previous day (mean ± SD, n = 7)....................................87 
Figure 24:  Sprig survival to May 2005.  Sprigs were planted at Southern Flats 
during  November  and  December  2004,  and  February  2005          
(mean ± SD, n = 100)...................................................................................88 
Figure  25:   Epiphytic growth on a Posidonia sinuosa sprig at Southern Flats, 
March 2005.  This sprig was planted in December 2004.............................89 
Figure 26:  Transplant recovery of (a) 5 cm plugs, (b) 10 cm plugs, (c) 15 cm plugs 
and (d) sprigs, showing photosynthetic recovery (ETRmax, mean ± SD) 
of transplants before removal, plug sleeve inserted, plug removed and 
control meadow at Woodman Point.  Within time (month), ^ indicates 
where ETRmax were significantly different between transplants and 
control  meadow.    NB:  before  removal  and  control  meadow               
23-25 February are the same data. ...............................................................90 
Figure 27:  Transplant recovery of (a) 5 cm plugs, (b) 10 cm plugs, (c) 15 cm 
plugs and (d) sprigs.  Graphs show effective (ΔF/Fm′) and potential 
(Fv/Fm) quantum yield of transplanted plugs before removal, plug 
sleeve inserted, plug removed, transplanted sprigs and control 
meadow at Woodman Point (mean ± SD).  Within date, ^ indicates 
where yield was significantly different between transplants and 
control  meadow.    NB:  before  removal  and  control  meadow                
25 February are the same data......................................................................92 
Figure  28:   Plug and sprig survival to 5 July 2005.  A storm in early April 
dislodged and washed away many of the transplants...................................93 
     XII
Tables.   
Table 1:   The absorptance factor (mean ± SD), absorption factor (AF), percent 
transmittance, percent reflectance and percent non-photosynthetic 
absorptance (at 750 nm) of Posidonia sinuosa,  Posidonia australis 
and Halophila ovalis growing at Woodman Point (n = 5)...........................32 
Table 2:   The ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa 
leaves under changing RLC treatments (n = 5).  Refer to page 30 for 
definitions. Significant difference includes all data from RLC. ..................33 
Table 3:   Ambient irradiance (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1) and water temperature (°C) 
at the location of RLC measurement, Woodman Point (n = 5 to 24, 
NA = no sample taken). Irradiances for each species differed due to 
shading by the surrounding canopy..............................................................45 
Table 4:   Dark-acclimation times for Fv/Fm (mean ± SD, n = 4) for Posidonia 
sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis at Woodman Point.  
Within species, times with the same letter indicate no significant 
difference......................................................................................................57 
Table 5:   The characteristics of Posidonia sinuosa meadows at west and east 
Mangles Bay (mean ± SD)...........................................................................69 
Table 6:   The ambient light (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) at location of 
RLC measurement at Parmelia Bank, on the boat during transport and 
at Southern Flats (n: 96 to 111)....................................................................85 
Table 7:   Fauna observed at Southern Flats transplant site after transplantation, 
May 2005. ....................................................................................................88 
Table 8:   The ambient light (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) at location of 
RLC measurement at Woodman Point (before removal), plug sleeve 
inserted, plug removed and transplant location  (Woodman  Point)       
(n = 30).........................................................................................................90 
   XIII
Abbreviations and Definitions 
absorptance  factor.....accounts for transmittance, reflectance and non-photosynthetic 
absorptance of light 
absorption  factor  (AF)accounts for spectral reflectance, but not non-photosynthetic 
tissue absorptance 
actinic radiation.........radiation, especially in the visible spectral regions inducing 
chemical changes 
AF..............................absorption factor 
ANOVA....................analysis of variance 
Diving-USH..............Universal Sample Holder 
dw..............................dry weight 
ETR...........................electron transport rate 
ETRmax.......................maximum electron transport rate 
F................................steady state fluorescence yield 
Fm..............................dark-acclimated maximal fluorescence 
Fm′ .............................light-acclimated maximal fluorescence 
Fv...............................change in fluorescence yield in the dark-acclimated state 
ΔF..............................change in fluorescence yield in the light-acclimated state 
Fv/Fm.........................potential quantum yield 
ΔF/Fm′........................effective quantum yield 
n.................................number, or sample size 
PAM..........................pulse amplitude modulated 
PAR...........................photosynthetically active radiation 
PSI.............................photosystem I 
PSII............................photosystem II 
p < 0.05 .....................probability of less than 5%  
...................................Results in the rejection of the null hypothesis, for example, rejection 
of the hypothesis that H0: µ1 = µ2 in favour of the hypothesis that  
H1: µ1 ≠ µ 2 .  In other words, when p < 0.05 there is insufficient 
evidence to accept the null hypothesis 
quenching..................reduction 
RLC...........................rapid light curve  
SCUBA .....................self-contained underwater breathing apparatus 
SD..............................standard deviation  
SE..............................standard error  
Standard treatment.....RLCs taken under the following conditions: leaves were shaded 
from ambient light; leaves were not moving in the Diving-USH; 
the light from the Diving-PAM fell fully on the leaves; the distance 
from the end of the fibreoptic probe to the leaves remained 
constant; and leaves carried no visible epiphytes.   14
1.   Introduction 
 
1.1  Seagrass ecosystems 
Seagrasses are a specialised group of flowering plants believed to have returned to the 
marine environment and adapted to living completely submerged (McComb et al. 1981; 
Robertson 1984).  Worldwide, seagrasses are represented by 57 species (den Hartog 
1970; Kuo and McComb 1989).  Twenty-five species  occur  along  the  coast  of         
Western Australia, with 15 species on the southern coast of the State (Kirkman and Kuo 
1996).  Seagrasses occupy approximately 20,000 km² along the West Australian coast, 
making up a major component of near-shore ecosystems (Kirkman and Walker 1989; 
Kirkman and Kuo 1990; Walker 1991).   
 
Seagrass meadows rank alongside coral reefs and mangrove ecosystems in terms of 
productivity (McRoy and McMillan 1977; Ogden 1980).  They support complex food 
webs, dominated in temperate waters by detrital-based food chains (Fenchel 1977; 
Kirkman and Reid 1979).  The major ecological importance of seagrass meadows is in 
relation to their associated biota, as a food resource and as a structural habitat or shelter 
(King 1981).  Seagrass meadows are breeding and nursery grounds for fish and 
invertebrate species, many of which are commercially important (Gray et al. 1996; 
Jenkins et al. 1997; Gray et al. 1998).  Dugongs, turtles, birds and fish are among the 
few species that consume seagrasses directly (Jacobs et al. 1981; Poiner and Peterken 
1995; Rivers and Short, in review). 
 
Seagrass meadows promote sediment and nutrient filtration through the direct trapping 
of suspended particles and the retention of organic matter (Short and Wyllie-Echeverria 
1996; Walker et al. 1996; van Keulen 1998; Terrados and Duarte 2000).  Meadows act 
as baffles to wave action, decreasing the surrounding water flow, and the rhizome and   15
root systems contribute to the binding and stabilisation of sediments, potentially 
limiting coastal erosion (Kikuchi and Peres 1977; Short and Wyllie-Echeverria 1996; 
Vermaat et al. 1996b).   
 
1.1.1  The loss of seagrass meadows 
Seagrass meadows in marine and estuarine waters are declining, with some 90,000 ha
 
already lost worldwide (Short and Wyllie-Echeverria 1996).  Disappearances of 
seagrass meadows are continuing along many coastlines due to increased turbidity and 
nutrients from urban and agricultural runoff (Short and Burdick 1996; Campbell and 
McKenzie 2004; Hale et al. 2004), and from excessive shading by algal blooms and 
epiphytes resulting from increased nutrient loading (Neckles et al. 1994; Valiela et al. 
1997; Hauxwell et al. 2003).  Dredging, land reclamation, mining, commercial fishing, 
propeller scarring and anchor damage also result in the direct loss of seagrass meadows 
(Zieman 1976; Larkum and West 1982; Thorhaug 1986; Dennison and Kirkman 1996; 
Short and Wyllie-Echeverria 1996; Dawes et al. 1997; Uhrin and Holmquist 2003).     
In Western Australia, the greatest decline occurred  in  Cockburn  Sound  between       
1954 and 1978.  An area of approximately 3,300 ha (78%) of seagrass meadows was 
lost due to industrial and nutrient inputs (Cambridge 1979; Cambridge and McComb 
1984).  Recent efforts to control the loss of seagrass habitat include reducing nutrient 
inputs into marine systems, increasing public awareness of seagrass values and 
transplantation projects aimed at directly restoring seagrass habitat (Davis and Short 
1997; Lord et al. 1999; Orth et al. 2002).  Seagrass restoration in particular has become 
more prominent in recent years and transplantation techniques are constantly being 
improved as this field of research develops. 
 
 
   16
1.1.2  Seagrass transplantation  
The earliest seagrass transplantation efforts were carried out by Addy (1947a; 1947b), 
who successfully attempted habitat restoration using vegetative stocks and seeds near 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts (Phillips and Lewis 1983).  Since then, transplant efforts 
have been undertaken in response to human-induced disturbances (Phillips 1974; 
Thorhaug 1983, 1985; Phillips 1990; Gordon 1996; Lord et al. 1999).  A review of 
Australian rehabilitation and restoration programs is presented in Lord et al. (1999). 
 
The Western Australian coastline differs from most other seagrass habitats due to its 
direct exposure to ocean swells and consequent high energy environment (Paling 1995; 
Lord et al. 1999; Paling et al. 2001a).  The exposed nature of the coastline has been 
cited as the major contributor to the failure of seagrass transplantation, combined with 
insufficient anchoring, which resulted in the loss of transplanted material (Cambridge 
1980; Hancock 1992; Walker 1994; Kirkman 1998; Paling et al. 2000; Tunbridge 2000; 
Campbell and Paling 2003; van Keulen et al. 2003).  The most successful method was 
the use of large seagrass units called sods (0.25 m² in area and 0.5 m deep).   
Mechanically operated harvesters extracted and transplanted more than 2000 sods near 
Cockburn Sound, Western Australia, with an average survival of 70% over three years 
(Paling et al. 2001a; Paling et al. 2001b).  The increased survival of sod transplants was 
due to improved anchoring properties of the larger bulk of sediment surrounding the 
plants and reduced disturbance of the rhizome (Walker 1994; Paling 1995; Paling et al. 
2001a). 
 
More recently during the summer of 2004/2005, one of the largest seagrass 
transplantation projects in Australia was carried out in Cockburn Sound as part of the 
Seagrass Research and Rehabilitation Plan, Project 3 (SRRP3, Paling and van Keulen 
2004).  Sods were considered unsuitable for this project due to the excessive costs   17
(AUD$200 per sod, Paling et al. 2002).  The SRRP3 project involved the transplantation 
of 1.4 ha of seagrass sprigs (Posidonia sinuosa and Posidonia australis).  The seagrass 
material was removed from a donor meadow located at Parmelia Bank, which is 
currently being dredged for limestone sand material, and replanted at Southern Flats at 
the southern reaches of Cockburn Sound.  As part of this restoration project, 
photosynthetic activity of the transplanted seagrasses was monitored to determine the 
extent and possible causes of stress to seagrasses during transplantation.   
 
1.2  Photosynthesis and primary production  
Most life on earth, with the exception of deep-sea hydrothermal vents and cold seep 
communities, ultimately depends upon photosynthesis (Larkum 1981; Sibuet and Olu 
1998; Van Dover 2000; Van Dover et al. 2002; Tyler and Young 2003).  Photosynthesis 
is the biological conversion of light energy into chemical energy for use in living cells 
and can be expressed as:  
2 2
  chl   & light
2 2 O O CH O H CO + ⎯ ⎯ ⎯→ ⎯ +
α           (Equation 1) 
 
There are numerous techniques to examine photosynthetic rates and primary production.  
These include assessment of carbon dioxide exchange (Vollenweider 1974; Bittaker and 
Iverson 1976; Gilbert et al. 2000a), oxygen exchange (Strickland and Parsons 1972; 
Umbreit et al. 1972; Häder and Schäfer 1994; Longstaff et al. 2002; Carr and Björk 
2003), plant growth (Zieman 1974; West and Larkum 1979; Kowalski et al. 2001), and 
chlorophyll fluorescence (Schreiber et al. 1995; White and Critchley 1999; Gilbert et al. 
2000b; Ralph et al. 2005; Schreiber in press).  Measurement of photosynthesis in this 
study was achieved using chlorophyll fluorescence with an underwater fluorometer. 
 
1.2.1  Measuring photosynthesis using chlorophyll fluorometry 
Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements have been used in the assessment of 
photosynthetic rates (Krause and Weis 1991) and are useful in the analysis of   18
photosynthetic activity of plants under normal and stressed conditions (Schreiber and 
Bilger 1987; Ralph 1998a, 1998b; Ralph and Burchett 1998b; Parkhill et al. 2001).  The 
technique is both non-invasive and non-destructive to plants, providing information 
about photosynthetic performance in a matter of seconds (Hall and Rao 1999).  These 
advantages encouraged the use of fluorometric-based instruments to measure 
photosynthetic characteristics (Seaton and Walker 1990) and subsequently the pulse 
amplitude modulated (PAM) fluorescence method has been widely used (Schreiber et 
al. 1995).  The Diving-PAM (Walz GmbH, Effeltrich, Germany) used in this study is a 
compact fluorometer ideally suited for the rapid determination of photosynthetic 
activity in the field, having been designed for underwater measurements to a depth of  
50 m (Heinz Walz GmbH 1998).  Krause and Weis (1991) and Govindjee (1995) 
explain the basics of photosynthesis and chlorophyll fluorescence in detail, therefore it 
will not be dealt with here. 
 
Photosynthesis can only occur in plants when there is sufficiently long actinic radiation 
and a supply of water and CO2 molecules (Rohácek and Barták 1999).  Light (photons) 
entering the chloroplasts is absorbed by chlorophyll pigments embedded within 
photosystems in the thylakoid membrane (Schreiber 1997).  The excitation energy is 
transferred to the reaction centres of photosystems 2 (PSII) and 1 (PSI).  The energy 
then drives primary photochemical reactions that start the energy conversion within the 
chloroplast (Govindjee and Govindjee 1975).  This photochemical pathway involves a 
charge separation and electron transport via a set of carriers, and is accompanied by two 
competitive pathways of de-excitation: thermal dissipation of heat and chlorophyll 
fluorescence (Rohácek and Barták 1999). Chlorophyll fluorescence is the emission of 
photons by the radiative de-excitation of excited chlorophyll molecules (Delosme 1967; 
Schreiber 1997; Rohácek and Barták 1999).  Fluorescence yield is highest when the 
yields of photochemistry and heat dissipation are lowest, therefore changes in   19
fluorescence yield reflect changes in both photochemical efficiency and heat dissipation 
(Schreiber et al. 1995; Schreiber 1997). An opposing relationship between 
photochemical and non-photochemical (heat and fluorescence) processes can be 
assumed. Therefore an increased consumption of excitation energy in the photochemical 
pathway, or its increased heat dissipation, leads to the quenching, or reduction, of 
chlorophyll fluorescence yield (Rohácek and Barták 1999).  Measuring the changes in 
chlorophyll fluorescence over time allows the determination of plant photosynthetic 
activity (Bradbury and Baker 1981, 1984; Schreiber et al. 1986; Schreiber et al. 1994). 
 
The potential quantum yield of photosynthesis, or  Fv/Fm   (measured under 
dark-acclimated conditions), can act as an indicator of photoinhibition or other injury of 
the PSII complex (Rohácek and Barták 1999).  Fv/Fm is almost constant for many 
different terrestrial plant species and ecotypes.  Under non-stressed conditions, Fv/Fm is 
approximately 0.832 (Björkman and Demmig 1987).  In stressed or damaged plants,   
Fv/Fm is markedly reduced, indicating possible PSII damage.  
 
Effective quantum yield, or ΔF/Fm′ (measured under steady-state illumination, as 
prevailing under in situ conditions), is used to measure the efficiency of the 
photochemical processes in PSII.  Genty et al. (1989) described the linear relationship 
between the chlorophyll a fluorescence parameter and the quantum yield of 
photosynthesis.  Effective quantum yield of photochemical energy conversion can be 
expressed as: 
Yield = (Fm′-F) / Fm′ = ΔF/Fm′                           (Equation 2) 
where Fm′ = light-acclimated maximal fluorescence and F = fluorescence yield for a 
given light state before a saturating pulse.  
 
Electron transport rate (ETR) measurements can be used to make conclusions about 
photosynthetic activity and capacity of leaves (Lichtenthaler 1988, 1990).  ETR takes   20
into account effective quantum yield, the actual irradiance and two semi-empirical 
factors (Weis and Berry 1987; Rohácek and Barták 1999), and can be expressed as: 
ETR = quantum yield ([Fm′-F]/ Fm′) × PAR × AF × 0.5    (Equation 3) 
where Fm′ = light-acclimated maximal fluorescence, F = fluorescence yield for a given 
light state before a saturating pulse, PAR = intensity of the photosynthetically active 
radiation (400 – 700 nm), AF = average light absorption (absorptance) of seagrass 
leaves (see Chapter 2), and 0.5 corrects for two photons which must be absorbed by 
PSII and PSI per one electron transported.  The ratio of PSII to PSI is widely accepted 
as being 0.5 for seagrasses (Major and Dunton 2002).  The units of ETR are                         
µmol electron m
-² s
-¹, and PAR are µmol quanta m
-² s
-¹.   
 
Changes in Fv/Fm , ΔF/Fm′ and ETR are effective measures to identify photosynthetic 
stress in seagrasses.  In this study, these photosynthetic characteristics were used to 
identify stress during transplantation and monitor recovery afterwards.   
 
The use of PAM fluorescence as a valid proxy for photosynthetic production has been 
cautiously verified (Beer and Axelsson 2004; Silva and Santos 2004).  Photosynthetic 
characteristics of seagrasses have traditionally been studied by measuring oxygen 
evolution using Clark-type electrodes in the laboratory (Silva and Santos 2004), but this 
method is intrusive as it involves removing plant material from its natural environment 
(Beer et al. 1998).  Fluorescence measurements provide an alternative, non-destructive 
method and allow determinations to be made in the field (Schreiber and Bilger 1993; 
Beer and Björk 2000).  Beer and Axelsson (2004) and Silva and Santos (2004) have 
indicated that caution must be exercised when relating ETR to rates of photosynthetic 
O2 evolution.  Beer and Axelsson’s study indicated that at low irradiances there was a 
clear positive correlation between O2 evolution and fluorescence-based ETR for algae, 
and that a molar ratio close to 0.25 existed between these two measures.  However, at   21
high irradiances algae showed an apparent decrease in ETR, while O2 evolution 
remained constant.  It was also reported that the irradiance at which the correlation 
between O2 evolution and ETR failed varied with species and previous light history 
(Beer and Axelsson 2004). Silva and Santos (2004) concluded that the use of PAM 
fluorescence is a valid proxy for photosynthetic production at  low  irradiance                  
(35 - 490 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1), assuming that the electron sinks responsible for the molar 
ratio deviation remain constant under similar experimental conditions. Increases in 
processes like the Mehler-ascorbate-peroxidase reaction and photorespiration 
(Barranguet and Kromkamp 2000; Longstaff et al. 2002) have been identified as 
possible causes for the loss of correlation at saturating light levels. Electron cycling 
around PSII and non-photochemical quenching in PSII reaction centres have also been 
suggested as possibilities (Franklin and Badger 2001).   
 
1.2.2  Seagrass research using chlorophyll fluorometry 
The Diving-PAM has been used to compare in situ and laboratory-based photosynthetic 
rates of seagrasses in many studies.  Studies on the effects of high irradiance on 
seagrasses have reported decreases in photosynthetic activity and significant 
photoinhibitory responses with high irradiance (Ralph and Burchett 1995; Ralph 1999).  
Conversely, light reduction caused by increased turbidity (Ruiz and Romero 2001, 
2003) and increased depth (Schwarz and Hellblom 2002; Durako et al. 2003) resulted in 
a decrease in seagrass photosynthetic activity.   
 
Diurnal studies have reported that photosynthetic activity generally follows the daily 
irradiance pattern, increasing to a midday peak, then decreasing through the afternoon 
(Ralph 1996; Durako and Kunzelman 2002; Campbell et al. 2003; Silva and Santos 
2003).  Sometimes a midday depression in photosynthetic activity was observed under 
high irradiance (Ralph et al. 1998; Beer and Björk 2000; Runcie and Durako 2004),   22
which has been proposed to protect the photosynthetic apparatus from extreme 
irradiance (Demmig-Adams et al. 1989; Henley 1993). 
 
Studies on the effects of desiccation and temperature stress on seagrass photosynthesis 
indicate that seagrasses are susceptible to desiccation, by showing limited or slow 
recovery after extended periods out of the water or at elevated water and air 
temperatures (Ralph 1998b; Björk et al.  1999;  Seddon  and  Cheshire  2001).        
Osmotic stress was found to have a significant deleterious effect on the photosynthetic 
activity of seagrasses (Ralph 1998a).  Studies on the effects of heavy metals indicate that 
some heavy metals, such as copper and zinc, have substantially greater impacts on 
chlorophyll a fluorescence than other metals, such as lead and cadmium (Ralph and 
Burchett 1998b; Macinnis-Ng and Ralph 2002, 2004b).  Multiple pulses of metal and 
herbicide had a greater impact on photosynthesis than a single pulse (Macinnis-Ng and 
Ralph 2004a).   Petrochemical exposure had a limited impact on the photosynthetic 
process of Halophila ovalis, while laboratory samples of Zostera capricorni were more 
severely impacted than in situ samples (Ralph and Burchett 1998a; Macinnis-Ng and 
Ralph 2003). 
 
Photosynthetic activity has also been found to vary along the length of the leaf and with 
leaf age, with higher activity occurring near the base of the leaves and in younger leaves 
(Horn 2001; Durako and Kunzelman 2002; Enríquez et al. 2002; Ralph et al. 2005).  
Consequently it is important to take into account shoot-to-shoot variability when 
estimating ETR in the field (Runcie and Durako 2004). 
 
Spatial variation in photosynthetic activity and seagrass morphology was reported along 
coastal sites and near coastal constructions (Campbell et al. 2003; Ruiz and Romero 
2003). Measurement of seagrass parameters along water quality gradients indicated   23
variance in morphological characteristics, with shoot density, leaf productivity and 
photosynthetic activity decreasing with reduced water quality (Campbell et al. 2003; 
Ruiz and Romero 2003; Balestri et al. 2004).  Generally, variability in density, 
morphology and growth exists on local scales, suggesting that sampling designs and 
analyses should incorporate spatial scales with appropriate replications when planning 
large-scale and long-term studies (Balestri et al. 2003). 
 
Increased solar UV radiation on seagrass decreases photosynthetic activity, but the 
decrease varies among species, with thicker-leaved species providing greater protection 
for UV-sensitive organelles (Dawson and Dennison 1996).  Transference studies, moving 
seagrasses from a deep meadow to shallow suspended boxes with different UV cut-off 
filters, concluded that UV radiation could trigger the induction of photoprotective 
mechanisms against high solar irradiance (Figueroa et al. 2002). Examination of 
seagrasses transplanted from deep to shallow areas reported a decrease in Fv/Fm and an 
increase in photosynthetic ETR (Durako et al. 2003).  Correspondingly, Fv/Fm increased 
and ETR decreased for shallow to deep transplants (Durako et al. 2003).   
 
Using chlorophyll fluorescence to assess the changes in photosynthetic activity of 
seagrasses during transplantation was recommended by Tunbridge (2000), who 
suggested that the quantification of transplant stress during each phase of the transplant 
process (extraction, transport, deployment and post-planting) may improve success.   
The present study applied the recommendation made by Tunbridge (2000) during the 
SRRP3 transplant effort in Cockburn Sound. 
   24
1.3 Aims 
The aim of this study was to use photosynthetic characteristics to determine the extent 
and possible causes of stress to seagrasses during transplantation, and to monitor 
recovery afterwards.  Identification of stresses during transplantation is central to 
rehabilitation efforts, and will improve success rates by increasing awareness of points 
of failure during the transplant process.   
 
This study first addressed the issue of determining appropriate leaf absorptance factors 
of several seagrass species, taking into account transmittance, reflectance and 
non-photosynthetic absorptance of light by the leaves.  Accurate absorptance factors 
would ensure that ETR, measured through chlorophyll fluorescence, would reflect 
actual rates as closely as possible.  It was also important to quantify the effects of 
potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves, as it was the author’s 
experience that there were several common problems when taking readings with the 
Diving-PAM. These issues are addressed in Chapter 2: Absorptance factors of 
Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis, and potential errors 
during measurement of rapid light curves. 
 
Natural temporal fluctuation of seagrass photosynthesis was determined in order to 
better understand the seasonal and diurnal variability in photosynthetic rates among the 
seagrass species growing in Cockburn Sound.  The results of these studies are presented 
in Chapter 3: Seasonal variation in the photosynthetic rates of Posidonia sinuosa, 
Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis,  and Chapter 4: Diurnal variation in the 
photosynthesis of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis. 
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A complementary study was conducted between two adjacent sites, which were 
separated by a causeway, in order to determine if apparent visual differences between 
the sites were reflected by measured physical and photosynthetic characteristics.  
Apparent differences between the two meadows - based on the author’s visual 
comparisons - were examined in terms of seagrass photosynthetic activity and meadow 
characteristics.  The results of these studies are presented in Chapter 5: Comparison of 
photosynthetic rates and meadow characteristics of two apparently different seagrass 
meadows. 
 
Tunbridge (2000) identified the need for the quantification of transplant stress during 
each phase of the transplant process.  The present study was conducted in order to 
examine the photosynthetic rates of transplanted seagrasses before, during and after 
transplantation.  The photosynthetic rates of transplants were compared to a 
naturally-occurring control meadow to determine if the transplants recovered to the 
same photosynthetic rate as naturally-occurring seagrasses and to establish the duration 
of the recovery process.  The results of these studies are presented in Chapter 6: 
Photosynthetic recovery and survival of Posidonia sinuosa sprigs and plugs after 
transplantation. 
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2.   Absorptance factors of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and 
Halophila ovalis, and potential errors during measurement of 
rapid light curves 
   
2.1 Introduction 
Chlorophyll fluorescence techniques are a popular means for assessing the 
photosynthetic characteristics of seagrasses because they are non-invasive, quantitative 
and provide information about the photosynthetic efficiency of PSII (Beer et al. 1998; 
Ralph et al. 1998).  The Diving-PAM is the tool mostly being used for underwater       
in situ photosynthetic work.  However, there has been increasing concern regarding the 
use of an appropriate ETR-factor (absorptance factor) when determining in situ electron 
transport rates (ETRs) using the Diving-PAM (Runcie and Durako 2004).  To measure 
the photosynthetic rate of seagrasses using a Diving-PAM, it is first necessary to 
determine how much of the light reaching the leaves is absorbed and used in 
photosynthesis.  The absorptance factors of each seagrass species are then used to 
determine the ETR and subsequently the photosynthetic rate.  It has been recognised 
that the default value of 0.84, which is a representative value of total leaf-specific 
absorption for terrestrial plants (i.e. accounts for spectral reflectance, but not for 
non-photosynthetic tissue absorptance), is inappropriate for use with seagrasses 
(Björkman and Demmig 1987; Knapp and Carter 1998).  Reported values for the 
absorption factor for seagrass species range from 0.44 ± 0.02 for Zostera marina,     
0.50 ± 0.03 for Halophila stipulacea, 0.72 ± 0.11 for Cymodocea nodosa  to              
0.78 ± 0.04 for Thalassia testudinum (± SD, Beer et al. 1998; Durako and Kunzelman 
2002).  These values are significantly lower than the default ETR-factor of the 
Diving-PAM and still do not take into account non-photosynthetic absorptance of the 
leaves.     27
A study by Runcie and Durako (2004) has been one of the first to look into light 
absorptance and reflectance of seagrasses. Examination of Posidonia australis        
(New South Wales, Australia) showed that 16% of total spectral absorptance was used 
non-photosynthetically, and approximately 7% of incident photosynthetically active 
radiation (PAR) was reflected from the leaves. Cummings and Zimmerman (2003) 
reported that the photosynthetic pigments of T. testudinum and Z. marina seagrass 
leaves can absorb 48-56% of the incident PAR and that photosynthetic light harvesting 
by seagrasses is similar to both aquatic and terrestrial macrophytes.  These findings 
indicate that leaf-specific non-photosynthetic absorptance and spectral reflectance need 
to be taken into account when estimating ETR in the field (Runcie and Durako 2004).   
 
Another important factor to consider regarding accurate measurements of 
photosynthetic ETRs using the Diving-PAM are the conditions under which rapid light 
curves (RLCs) are taken.  Standard RLCs, as defined in this study, were taken under the 
following conditions: leaves were shaded from ambient light; leaves were not moving in 
the Universal Sample Holder (Diving-USH); the light from the Diving-PAM fell fully 
on the leaves; the distance from the end of the fibreoptic probe to the leaves remained 
constant; and leaves carried no visible epiphytes.  However, due to the inherent 
difficulties of taking measurements in the field, it can be difficult to ensure that the 
standard treatment is used.  It is possible that seagrass leaves may move slightly within 
the Diving-USH or become shaded by the nearby seagrass canopy during fluorescence 
measurements and light curves.  Reasons for leaf slippage can include rough water 
movement, loose leaf clips or curious octopi (Figure 1).  Movement of the seagrass 
leaves in the Diving-USH may result in changes in the distance between the end of the 
fiberoptic probe and the surface of the leaves. In addition, leaf movement may cause 
inconsistent readings or may result in only a portion of the leaves being in the path of   28
the measuring light.  Erroneous readings may also result from epiphytes falling into the 
probe’s light path during RLCs.  As there is little published literature regarding the 
importance of correct measurement technique while using the Diving-PAM, this study 
aimed to determine the effect of possible errors on the accuracy of ETR measurements. 
 
The study described in this chapter determined appropriate absorptance factors for 
Posidonia sinuosa,  Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis, taking into account 
transmittance, reflectance and non-photosynthetic absorptance of light by the leaves.  
This study also examined potential errors during measurement of RLCs, as it was the 
author’s experience that movement of seagrass leaves increased measurement 
variability when using the Diving-PAM.  The hypotheses tested were:  
1)  ETRs measured using standard RLCs are significantly different than ETRs where 
leaves are unshaded during RLCs, 
2)  ETRs measured using standard RLCs are significantly different than ETRs where 
leaves move in the Diving-USH during RLCs,   
3)  ETRs measured using standard RLCs are significantly different than ETRs where 
only half the light from the Diving-PAM falls on the edge of the leaves during 
RLCs, 
4)  ETRs measured using standard RLCs are significantly different than ETRs where 
the distance between the fibreoptic probe and the leaves change during RLCs, and 
5)  ETRs measured using standard RLCs are significantly different than ETRs where 
epiphytes fall into the light field of the Diving-PAM during RLCs.   
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2.2 Methods 
2.2.1   Determining the absorptance factor of seagrass leaves 
Fresh leaf samples of P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis were collected from 
Woodman Point, Western Australia (S 32° 08.180’, E 115° 44.745’), from a depth of  
1.5 m on 27 May 2004.  The samples were kept cool and dark until measurements were 
made the following day.  The absorptance factors of each species were measured in the 
laboratory using an integrating sphere spectrometer (Ocean Optics, USA) after the 
method described by Runcie and Durako (2004).  Fresh leaves were gently blotted with 
a tissue to remove water immediately before being placed into the optical path of the 
spectrometer.  Transmittance and reflectance of leaves were measured between 350 and 
800 nm, and were performed on five replicates each of P. sinuosa, P. australis and      
H. ovalis.  Non-photosynthetic absorptance was calculated as the absorptance of the leaf 
at wavelength 750 nm.  The absorptance factors obtained using this method were used 
in all subsequent chapters instead of the Diving-PAM’s default ETR-factor of 0.84. 
 
2.2.2  Potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves 
In order to examine potential errors during measurement of RLCs using the 
Diving-PAM, a pilot study was undertaken at Woodman  Point,  Western  Australia        
(S 32° 08.180’, E 115° 44.745’), on P. sinuosa leaves (1.9 – 2.0 m depth) during March 
2005.  In situ measurements were made on leaves growing within 10 cm of the edge of 
the meadow.   
 
2.2.2.1 Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements 
In situ fluorescence measurements were carried out with a Diving-PAM using SCUBA.  
The 5.5 mm active cross section fibreoptic cable (Diving-F) was used, and the 
Diving-PAM quantum sensor was calibrated against a Li-Cor sensor (LI-185B, Li-Cor 
Inc).  RLCs were measured using a pre-installed software routine, where the actinic 
illumination was incremented in nine steps beginning at a user-defined initial intensity 
(Heinz Walz GmbH 1998).  The duration of each step was set at 10 s.  RLCs were   30
measured at the base of rank two (second youngest) P. sinuosa leaves (40 - 60 mm from 
the leaf sheath).  Most of the leaves carried no visible epiphytic growth at the 
measurement sites and hence epiphyte removal (potentially resulting in damage to the 
leaves) was avoided.  The few epiphytised leaves present at the measurement site were 
chosen when the effect of epiphytes on RLCs was examined.  The absorptance factor 
used here was 0.64 for P. sinuosa, as calculated as part of this study (section 2.2.1).  
WinControl Software (Version 1.93 by Friedemann Schlosser) was used for data 
transfer and analysis.   
 
Five replicate RLC measurements were made between 0800 and 1040 h under each of 
the following conditions: 
1)  standard treatment: shaded from ambient light, leaf not moving in the Diving-USH, 
light falling fully on the leaf, constant distance from leaf to fibreoptic probe (7 mm), 
no visible epiphytes, 
2)  unshaded treatment: leaf not moving in the Diving-USH, unshaded from ambient light, 
3)  moving treatment: field of light from Diving-PAM moving along the leaf, shaded from 
ambient light (achieved by gently pulling the leaf through the Diving-USH during a 
light pulse, so that the light from the probe moved along the leaf by 5-10 mm, 
simulating the effect of a wave or current partially dislodging the leaf in the 
Diving-USH),  
4)  half-exposed treatment: field of light falling half on the edge of the leaf, while the 
other half shone past the leaf, shaded from ambient light, 
5)  changed-distance treatment: the distance between the end of the fibreoptic probe to 
the surface of the leaf was less than 2 mm, auto-zero not applied after changing the 
distance, shaded from ambient light, and 
6)  epiphytes treatment: epiphytes entering the field of light from the Diving-PAM, leaf 
shaded from ambient light. 
In subsequent chapters of this thesis the standard treatment was used.   31
2.2.3 Data  analysis 
Analyses to determine if absorptance factors were significantly different to traditionally 
used absorption factors were achieved using a two-way analysis of variance, or 
ANOVA (factors: species × factor).  Analyses to determine if changing the treatments 
during an RLC caused a significant difference in photosynthetic ETRs were achieved 
using two-way ANOVAs (factors: treatment × irradiance).  All assumptions for the 
ANOVAs were met; data were log transformed where necessary (Zar 1999).   
Treatments were considered different if ETRs were significantly different within any 
irradiance level, as detected with a post-hoc test.  As the hypotheses explicitly stated the 
investigation of post-hoc tests, a pair-wise comparison of the sample means was 
performed using the ‘Tukey’s honestly significant difference’ test (Tukey HSD).   
Probabilities of less than or equal to 0.05 were taken to be significant. Analyses were 
performed using JMP for Windows (Version 6.0, SAS Institute Inc.).   
   
RLC data was fitted to a curve as described by Ralph and Gademann (2005).  Empirical 
data were mathematically fitted to a double-exponential decay function (Platt et al. 
1980), using a Marquardt-Levenberg regression algorithm. 
) / ( ) / ( ) 1 (
s d s d P I P I
s e e P P
β α − − − =                   (Equation 4) 
where Ps is a scaling factor defined as the maximum potential ETR in the absence of 
photoinhibitory processes, α is the initial slope of the RLC before the onset of saturation, 
Id is the down-welling irradiance (400 – 700 nm), and β characterises the slope of the 
RLC beyond the onset of photoinhibition (Henley 1993). In the absence of photoinhibition 
(or down-regulation), the function becomes a rectangular hyperbola (Harrison and Platt 
1986) with an asymptotic maximum ETR value and Equation 4 can be simplified to:   
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where Pm is the photosynthetic capacity at saturating light.  The parameter ETRmax was 
estimated using the following equation: 
[ ] [ ]
α β β α β β α α
/
max ) / ( ) / ( + + = s P ETR                  (Equation 6)   32
2.3 Results 
2.3.1 Absorptance  factor 
The absorptance factors of the three species studied were determined as 0.64 ± 0.04 for            
P. sinuosa, 0.59 ± 0.02 for P. australis and 0.55 ± 0.02 for H. ovalis (± SD, Table 1).  
The absorption factors (AF) of these species (traditionally  calculated  as                   
1 - (% transmittance / 100 ) ) were determined as 0.80 ± 0.03 for P. sinuosa, 0.86 ± 0.03 
for P. australis and 0.74 ± 0.03 for H. ovalis (± SD, Table 1).  A two-way interaction 
was detected between species and factor (F2,22 = 8.42, p < 0.05).  For each species, the 
absorptance factor (taking into account transmittance, reflectance and 
non-photosynthetic absorptance) was significantly lower than the traditionally used 
absorption factor (taking into account only transmittance, Tukey HSD, p < 0.05).  
 
The proportion of incident light transmitted through the seagrass leaves ranged from   
13 to 26%.  The proportion of incident light reflected from the seagrass leaves ranged 
from 4 to 7%.  Non-photosynthetic absorptance accounted for 10 to 22% of light 
reaching the seagrass leaves (Table 1). 
  
Table 1:   The absorptance factor (mean ± SD), absorption factor (AF), percent 
transmittance, percent reflectance and percent non-photosynthetic 
absorptance (at 750 nm) of Posidonia sinuosa,  Posidonia australis and 
Halophila ovalis growing at Woodman Point (n = 5). 
   Posidonia sinuosa  Posidonia australis  Halophila ovalis 
Absorptance Factor          0.64 ± 0.04 
A          0.59 ± 0.02 
AB        0.55 ± 0.02 
B 
AF (1- % transmittance/100)          0.80 ± 0.03 
C          0.86 ± 0.03 
C        0.74 ± 0.03 
D 
Transmittance (%)        19.90 ± 2.82        13.71 ± 2.62      26.13 ± 2.55 
Reflectance (%)          4.58 ± 0.76          6.08 ± 0.22        6.87 ± 0.37 
Non-photosynthetic 
absorptance (%)  
      10.46 ± 3.74        21.50 ± 1.16      11.91 ± 2.22 
A  Values with the same letters indicate no significant difference. 
 
2.3.2  Potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves 
ETRs measured using the standard treatment were not significantly different from ETRs 
using the unshaded treatment (Figure 2a).  The mean ETRmax of the standard and 
unshaded treatments were 22.7 and 20.7 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 respectively (Table 2).   33
ETRs measured using the standard treatment were significantly different from ETRs 
using the moving treatment (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 2b).  The movement of leaves 
while taking light curves caused a wide  variation  in  measurements                   
(28.2 ± 32.6 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD).  The mean ETRmax of the standard and 
moving treatments were 22.7 and 28.2 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 respectively (Table 2). 
 
ETRs measured using the standard treatment were significantly different from ETRs 
using the half-exposed treatment (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 2c).  Exposure of only 
half the light from the probe to the leaves resulted in an increase in photosynthetic ETR.  
The mean ETRmax of the standard and half-exposed  treatments  were  22.7  and  34.4        
µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 respectively (Table 2). 
 
ETRs measured using the standard treatment were significantly different from ETRs 
using the changed-distance treatment (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 2d).  Reducing the 
distance from the end of the probe to the leaves resulted in a decrease in photosynthetic 
ETR.  The mean ETRmax of the standard and changed-distance treatments were 22.7 and 
15.8 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 respectively (Table 2). 
 
ETRs measured using the standard treatment were significantly different from ETRs 
using the epiphytes treatment (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 2e).  Epiphytes in the field of 
light resulted in an increase in photosynthetic ETR. The mean ETRmax of the standard and 
epiphytised treatments were 22.7 and 34.5 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 respectively (Table 2). 
 
Table 2:   The ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa leaves 
under changing RLC treatments (n = 5).  Refer to page 30 for definitions. 
Significant difference includes all data from RLC. 
Treatment ETRmax ± SD 
^ significantly different 
to standard treatment 
at 0.05 level 
standard 22.7 ±   5.4  - 
unshaded 20.7 ±   7.8  ns 
moving 28.2 ± 32.6  ^ 
half-exposed 34.4 ± 16.0  ^ 
changed-distance 15.8 ±   4.6  ^ 
epiphytes 34.5 ±   7.9  ^   34
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Figure 2:  Photosynthetic ETRs of Posidonia sinuosa using: (a) standard and unshaded 
treatments, (b) standard and moving treatments, (c) standard and 
half-exposed treatments, (d) standard and changed-distance treatments and 
(e) standard and epiphytised treatments (mean ± SD, n = 5).  Within 
irradiance, ^ indicates where ETR is significantly different between 
treatments (p < 0.05).     35
2.4 Discussion 
2.4.1 Absorptance  factor 
The use of an integrated sphere spectrometer to measure leaf optical properties of 
seagrasses enabled transmittance, reflectance and non-photosynthetic absorptance of 
light to be calculated. Measuring these properties lead to a more accurate estimation of 
photosynthetic absorptance of the leaf.  Transmittance of light from P. sinuosa,            
P. australis and H. ovalis leaves ranged between 13-26% of PAR.  Reflectance ranged 
between 4-7% of PAR and non-photosynthetic absorptance of light was between 
10-22% of PAR.  Runcie and Durako (2004) reported similar findings for P. australis 
(New South Wales, Australia) where approximately 7% of PAR was reflected from 
leaves and 16% was non-photosynthetic absorptance.   
 
By considering transmittance, reflectance and non-photosynthetic absorptance, the 
calculated absorptance factors of the three species (0.64 for P . sinuosa,  0.59  for            
P. australis and 0.55 for H. ovalis) were significantly lower than the default value of 
0.84 for the Diving-PAM.  Data obtained in this study indicates that using the AF, 
rather than absorptance factors, in the calculations of ETR resulted in ETR 
over-estimations of up to 25% for P. sinuosa, 34% for H. ovalis  and  46%  for                
P. australis.  Runcie and Durako (2004) also reported a 24% discrepancy in their 
studies on P. australis in New South Wales, Australia.  Reported AF values for 
seagrasses (0.44 for Z. marina, 0.50 for H. stipulacea, 0.72 for C. nodosa and 0.78 for 
T. testudinum (Beer et al. 1998; Durako and Kunzelman 2002)) vary by up to a factor of 
two and did not take into consideration reflectance and non-photosynthetic absorptance.  
Durako and Kunzelman (2002) also reported significant within-shoot AF variability, 
and suggested that fluorescence measurements be restricted to rank 2 (second youngest) 
leaves.  It is therefore likely that absorptance would exhibit similar responses, varying   36
within shoots and probably also along the length of seagrass leaves.  By limiting 
measurements to specific leaves, of which the absorptance is known, within-shoot and 
along-shoot variability would be less likely to influence results.  Therefore caution 
should be exercised when using chlorophyll fluorescence to attain estimations of ETR, 
as the location at which readings are taken will influence results. 
 
2.4.2  Potential errors during measurement of rapid light curves 
A major problem encountered in taking RLCs has been the tendency of some leaves to 
slip while in the Diving-USH.  There is no published literature to date testing variations 
to the standard method for measuring RLCs.  Allowing leaves to move in any way 
while RLCs were made resulted in either an over-estimation or under-estimation of 
ETR, highlighting the importance of ensuring that leaves remain stationary during RLC 
measurements. 
 
Measuring the fluorescence of half-exposed leaves, where half the light shone past the 
leaves, resulted in an over-estimation of ETR.  Having half the light from the 
Diving-PAM shining past the leaves and onto the Diving-USH meant that the 
photodetector captured a greater amount of background signal, which would normally 
be suppressed by the auto-zero function.  The auto-zero function is a command for the 
determination of a signal in the absence of a sample (background signal). This value is 
automatically subtracted so that the signal becomes zero without a target sample (Heinz 
Walz GmbH 1998).  Therefore, allowing half the light to by-pass the leaves allowed a 
greater background signal to enter the photodetector, resulting in an over-estimation in 
the fluorescence signal (Figure 2c). 
   37
Changed-distance treatments, where the distance from the fibreoptic probe to the leaf 
was less than 2 mm, resulted in an under-estimation of ETR. Normally, after changing 
the distance between the end of the fibreoptic probe and the leaf surface, the auto-zero 
function should be applied, which will reduce any unavoidable background signal to 
zero.  However, under field conditions, wave motion may cause the leaf to move closer 
to the probe without the auto-zero function being applied.  Changing the distance 
without applying the auto-zero function would result in an increase in the signal:noise 
ratio and therefore lead to an under-estimation of quantum yield and ETR (Heinz Walz 
GmbH 1998) (Figure 2d).  
 
Measuring the fluorescence of epiphytised leaves, where epiphytes entered the field of 
light from the Diving-PAM, increased the ETRmax by up to 52%.  Ralph and Gademann 
(1999) reported similar findings where epiphytes provided more than twice the 
photosynthetic activity of the oldest apical region of the seagrass leaf.  In their study, 
removing the epiphytes from P. australis leaves reduced the ETRmax by over 70% 
(Ralph and Gademann 1999).  It can be deduced that each time an epiphyte is present at 
an RLC location, it is likely that the photosynthetic rate of the epiphyte is being 
measured, rather than the photosynthetic rate of the seagrass leaf.  It follows that 
epiphytes account for a substantial amount of photosynthetic productivity within the 
seagrass ecosystem (Borowitzka and Lethbridge 1989). 
 
There was no significant difference between RLCs taken from shaded (standard 
treatment) or unshaded leaves.  These findings are in contrast with the Diving-PAM 
Handbook of Operation, which recommends that “the sample should be sufficiently 
shaded, such that the external light does not contribute substantially to the PAR” (p.81 
Heinz Walz GmbH 1998).  It is therefore recommended that repetitive RLCs should be 
taken under identically shaded or unshaded conditions, as deemed appropriate.     38
Taking RLCs in situ has been a major step forward in reducing artefacts caused by 
placing samples in chambers (Runcie and Durako 2004).  However, taking in situ RLCs 
with the Diving-PAM presents its own challenges, including working in and 
overcoming adverse environmental conditions.  It is suggested that a lightweight 
supporting frame set on the seafloor, with the probe and seagrass leaf securely fastened 
opposite each other, would reduce leaf movement and increase measurement accuracy.       39
3.    Seasonal variation in the photosynthetic rates of Posidonia 
sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis 
 
3.1 Introduction 
Western Australia’s coastline, with a length of 12,500 km, extends from the temperate 
waters of the Southern Ocean (35º S) to the tropical waters of the Timor Sea (12° S, 
Poiner and Peterken 1995). Altogether there are about thirty seagrass species in Australian 
waters, of which fifteen species occur along the southern coast of Western Australia 
(Kirkman and Kuo 1996; Short and Coles 2001).  There are more species of Posidonia on 
the southern coast than anywhere else in Australia, leading to speculation that southern 
Western Australia is the centre of speciation for Australian Posidonia (Kuo and McComb 
1989; Kirkman and Kuo 1996).  The great extent and diversity of seagrass communities 
along the Western Australian coast is attributed to a diversity of marine habitats, together 
with the presence of both tropical and temperate seagrass species available for 
colonisation (Poiner and Peterken 1995).  Posidonia australis and Posidonia sinuosa are 
the dominant seagrass species near Perth (Kirkman and Walker 1989; Poiner and 
Peterken 1995) and within Cockburn Sound, where this study took  place.          
Amphibolis antarctica, Amphibolis griffithii,  Halophila australis, Halophila decipiens, 
Halophila ovalis, Posidonia angustifolia, Posidonia coriacea, Syringodium isoetifolium, 
Thalassodendron pachyrhizum and Zostera tasmanica are also found in the area 
(Kirkman and Kuo 1996; Short and Coles 2001).   
 
Seagrass communities are recognised to be dynamic on a variety of temporal scales (den 
Hartog 1970).  Seasonally, seagrasses exhibit fluctuations in plant growth, shoot 
density, leaf biomass and photosynthetic activity (Iizumi 1996; Agawin et al. 2001).  
Temporal studies on Thalassia hemprichii (southern Taiwan) reported that growth rates 
peaked in spring and summer, and declined in autumn (Lin and Shao 1998).  Similarly, 
Zostera marina (northern Japan) exhibited the highest leaf production in spring and   40
summer when irradiance was highest (Iizumi 1996).  Plus et al. (2005) also reported 
that the highest photosynthetic productivity of Z. marina (Mediterranean Sea) occurred 
during spring and summer.  Seasonal changes in photosynthetic performance of 
seagrasses can be primarily attributed to changes in light and temperature (Wetzel and 
Neckles 1986; Agawin et al. 2001).    
 
Before the effects of human-induced perturbations on seagrass ecosystems can be 
assessed, it is necessary to know the extent of natural temporal fluctuations.   
Determining a baseline or control is important so that the extent of man-made changes 
can be tracked.  Therefore, spatial and temporal fluctuations in seagrass communities 
should be documented before any significant impacts occur (Lin and Shao 1998).   
When planning studies of impacts, the identification of target variables should ensure 
that variables exhibit little natural fluctuation to enable powerful statistical analyses at 
low cost (Benedetti-Cecchi 2001).  However, natural systems usually exhibit large 
temporal and spatial variability (Piazzi et al. 2004).  Understanding the extent of natural 
variability is an essential prerequisite for the design and optimisation of any 
environmental sampling programme (Underwood 1992; Benedetti-Cecchi et al. 2001; 
Hewitt et al. 2001; Piazzi et al. 2004). 
 
The study described in this chapter aimed to determine the seasonal photosynthetic 
variation in P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis.  Sampling was conducted on in-situ 
seagrasses over eight months, from spring to autumn.  Assessing seasonal variations is 
also appropriate when planning seagrass transplantation projects.  By knowing the 
seasonal fluctuations in seagrass photosynthetic activity, an optimum transplanting time 
can be chosen to maximise the survival of transplanted seagrasses, as discussed in 
subsequent chapters.  Determining seasonal variation is also important to properly 
assess photosynthetic recovery of transplanted seagrasses.  The hypotheses tested were:  
1)  maximum ETR (ETRmax) of P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis will vary seasonally,    41
2)  ETRmax within a sampling date will vary among species,  
3)  ΔF/Fm′ of P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis will vary seasonally, and 
4)  ΔF/Fm′ within a sampling date will vary among species. 
 
3.2 Methods 
3.2.1 Study  area 
Cockburn Sound is a semi-enclosed marine embayment located approximately twenty 
kilometres south of Fremantle on the western coast of Australia (S 32º 16’, E 115º 42’, 
Figure 3). The main basin of the Sound, encompassing an area of 80 km², is approximately 
16 km long and 7 km wide with a maximum depth of 22 m (Steedman and Craig 1983).  
Tides in the Sound are negligible with a mean daily range of 0.55 m (Easton 1970).   
 
Figure 3:   Cockburn Sound, Western Australia, showing study sites at Woodman Point, 
Parmelia Bank and Southern Flats.   42
P. sinuosa and P. australis are the main meadow-forming seagrasses within Cockburn 
Sound (Cambridge and McComb 1984).  The seagrasses growing at Woodman Point 
consisted of a mixed meadow of P. sinuosa and P. australis (Figure 4) growing 
uninterrupted to a depth of 9 m. Interspersed with these species at shallow depths (to 2 m) 
were H. ovalis and Z. tasmanica (formerly Heterozostera tasmanica, Les et al. 2002, 
Figure 5). The meadow was marginally protected from ocean swells by a rock-filled 
groyne. 
 
Figure 4:   Posidonia australis (front) and Posidonia sinuosa (back), Woodman Point. 
 
 
Figure 5:   Halophila ovalis and Zostera tasmanica (interspersed), Woodman Point.   43
3.2.2  Site and species selection 
The species chosen for this study were P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis.  A site 
was chosen at Woodman Point, Western Australia (S 32° 08.180’, E 115° 44.745’, 
Figure 3), where these species grew in close proximity (within 5 m), minimising 
physical variations such as depth, water temperature and time difference between 
measurements.  Water depth during sampling at this site was between 1.5 and 2.0 m.   
 
3.2.3  Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements 
Measurements were made on seven occasions from 10 October 2003 to 27 May 2004, 
between 0730 and 1130 h.  Measurements were not carried out in winter due to 
frequency of storms.  Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements were carried out as 
described in section 2.2.2.1.  RLCs were measured at the base of rank two (second 
youngest) Posidonia leaves (40 - 60 mm from the leaf sheath) and at the centre of the 
blade of Halophila leaves.  None of the leaves carried visible epiphytic growth.  Leaves 
were shaded from ambient light during the measurement of RLCs.  Ambient irradiances 
were recorded from within the canopy at the location where RLC measurements were 
made.  Absorptance factors used in this study were 0.64 for P. sinuosa,  0.59  for                
P. australis and 0.55 for H. ovalis, as calculated in section 2.2.1.  The number of 
replicates for each measurement varied between 5 and 24. 
 
3.2.4  Data analysis 
ETRmax of P. sinuosa,  P. australis and H. ovalis was compared seasonally using a 
two-way ANOVA (factors: species × date).  ΔF/Fm′ of P. sinuosa, P. australis and      
H. ovalis  was  also  compared  seasonally  using  a  two-way  ANOVA                   
(factors: species × date).  All assumptions for the ANOVAs were met; data were log 
transformed where necessary (Zar 1999).  When the ANOVA yielded a significant   44
result (p < 0.05), a post-hoc pair-wise comparison of the sample means was performed 
using the ‘Tukey’s honestly significant difference’ test (Tukey HSD).  ETRmax and 
ΔF/Fm′ were examined for differences among species, and were compared among 
sampling dates to determine seasonal variation.  Probabilities of less than or equal to 
0.05 were taken to be significant.  Analyses were performed using JMP for Windows 
(Version 6.0, SAS Institute Inc.).  Empirical data were mathematically fitted to a 
double-exponential decay function (Platt et al. 1980), as described in section 2.2.3.   
Exponential decay regression analyses were used to assess irradiance-related variability 
in  ΔF/Fm′.  Linear regression analyses were used to assess time-of-day related 
variability.   
 
3.3   Results 
Significant seasonal differences in ETRmax were observed for P. sinuosa,                   
P. australis and H. ovalis  (Figure  6).    A  two-way  interaction  was  detected           
between species and date (F11,171 = 7.80, p < 0.05).  The highest overall ETRmax was 
60.1 ± 16.7 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1  for  H. ovalis followed  by  42.8  ±  15.9                   
µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 for P. australis and 42.1 ± 3.7 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 for P. sinuosa.  
For  P. sinuosa, the highest ETRmax occurred during November and December 
(summer), which were significantly higher than all other measurements (Tukey HSD,    
p < 0.05, Figure 6).     For P. australis, the highest ETRmax occurred during early 
October and December (summer), which were significantly higher than March to May 
(autumn, Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 6).    For H. ovalis, the highest ETRmax also 
occurred during December (summer), which was significantly higher than all other 
measurements, except early October (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 6).    The natural 
variation in ETRmax differed by up to 52% of the mean for P. sinuosa,  37%  for             
P. australis and 30% for H. ovalis.  Ambient irradiances were highest during November 






























































































































































Figure 6:   Maximum ETR (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa, (b) Posidonia 
australis and (c) Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 to 27 May 2004 at 
Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not measured on 19 March 2004.  
Points with the same letters indicate no significant difference. 
 
Table 3:   Ambient irradiance (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1) and water temperature (°C) at the 
location of RLC measurement, Woodman Point (n = 5 to 24, NA = no 
sample taken). Irradiances for each species differed due to shading by the 
surrounding canopy. 
 
Posidonia sinuosa Posidonia australis Halophila ovalis
10 Oct '03  25-50 180-300 330-340 18
22 Oct '03  160-200 160-200 400-700 20
5 Nov '03  670-690 640-660 640-660 20
16 Dec '03  300-400 400-470 370-470 21
19 Mar '04  130-140 110-120 NA 22
5 May '04  130-140 200-220 200-220 19
27 May '04  150-160 180-200 250-260 17
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Within sampling date, ETRmax sometimes differed among species (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, 
Figure 7), although no species consistently had a lower or higher ETRmax than the 
others.  H. ovalis had the highest overall ETRmax of 60.1 ± 16.7 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 in 





































































Figure 7:   Maximum  ETR  (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa,  Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 to 27 May 2004 at 
Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not measured on 19 March 
2004.  Within sampling date, bars with the same letters indicate no 
significant difference. 
 
Significant seasonal differences in ΔF/Fm′ were observed for P. sinuosa, P. australis 
and H. ovalis (Figure 8).  A two-way interaction was detected between species and date 
(F11,171 = 8.96, p < 0.05).  For P. sinuosa, the highest ΔF/Fm′ of 0.71 ± 0.03 occurred 
during May (autumn), which was significantly higher than all other sampling dates 
except March (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 8).  For P. australis, the highest ΔF/Fm′ of 
0.75 ± 0.06 occurred during March (autumn), which was significantly higher than all   47
other sampling dates except late October and December (spring, Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, 
Figure 8).  For H. ovalis, the highest ΔF/Fm′ of 0.59 ± 0.07 also occurred during May 
(autumn) which was significantly higher than all other sampling dates (Tukey HSD,      







































































































Figure 8:  Effective quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′, mean ± SD) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa, 
(b) Posidonia australis and (c) Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 to 
27 May 2004 at Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not measured 
on 19 March 2004.  Points with the same letters indicate no significant 
difference. 
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Within sampling date, ΔF/Fm′ sometimes differed among species (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, 
Figure 9), although no species consistently had a lower or higher ΔF/Fm′ than the 



















































Figure 9:   Effective quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis from 10 October 2003 to 27 May 2004 at 
Woodman Point (n: 5 to 24).  H. ovalis was not measured on 19 March 2004.  
Within sampling date, bars with the same letters indicate no significant 
difference. 
 
The variation of ΔF/Fm′ over time indicated that ΔF/Fm′ decreased during summer when 
ambient irradiances were at their highest and increased when ambient irradiances 
decreased (Table 3). Regression analysis indicated that ΔF/Fm′ decreased significantly 
with increasing irradiance (Figure 10).  An exponential decay function best described 
the negative response slope.  There was also a significant negative response slope for 
ΔF/Fm′ measured at different times of the day, indicating a significant diurnal variation 
(P. sinuosa:  F1,63  = 19.24, p < 0.05;  P. australis:  F1,66  = 36.74, p  <  0.05;                   
H. ovalis: F1,54 = 125.17, p < 0.05, Figure 11).  Diurnal variation of photosynthetic rates 
will be examined in more detail in Chapter 4.    49
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ΔF / Fm'  = 0.3939*exp(-0.0010*x)
           r ² = 0.715
            P = 0.000
            n = 656
ΔF / Fm'  = 0.5199*exp(-0.0018*x)
           r ² = 0.828
            P = 0.000
            n = 750
ΔF / Fm'  = 0.4535*exp(-0.0018*x)
           r ² = 0.698
            P = 0.000




    
Figure 10:   Effective quantum yields (ΔF/Fm′) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa, (b) Posidonia 
australis and (c) Halophila ovalis with respect to irradiance at Woodman 
Point. The curve represents the fitted regression equation (exponential decay). 
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ΔF / Fm' = 0.842 - 2.896*x
          r ² = 0.361
           P = 0.000
           n = 67
ΔF / Fm' = 0.486 - 0.644*x
          r ² = 0.322
           P = 0.000
           n = 55
ΔF / Fm' = 0.632 - 1.311*x
          r ² = 0.237
           P = 0.000




Figure 11:   Effective quantum yields (ΔF/Fm′) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa, (b) Posidonia 
australis and (c) Halophila ovalis with respect to time of day (hours) at 
Woodman Point.  The line represents the fitted regression equation (linear). 
 
3.4   Discussion 
The ETRmax of P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis varied seasonally, and among 
species.  The larger seagrasses, P. australis and P. sinuosa, both had a lower ETRmax 
than H. ovalis, which has been described as a coloniser or opportunist (den Hartog 
1977).  Similarly, Ralph et al. (1998) reported that H. ovalis had a higher ETR than     
P. australis and P. sinuosa during a study at nearby Rottnest Island during the summer 
of 1996.  The highest ETRmax for each species in this study occurred in summer, when 
irradiances were at a maximum and decreased during autumn when irradiances 
decreased.  Halophila stipulacea in the Gulf of Aqaba showed a similar response, with 
highest ETR in summer compared to spring and winter (Schwarz and Hellblom 2002).    51
Enríquez et al. (2004) also reported higher maximum photosynthetic rates in summer 
for Cymodocea nodosa growing in the Mediterranean.  These findings contrast with 
other Mediterranean species such as Zostera noltii and Posidonia oceanica, which 
showed higher photosynthetic activity in autumn/winter/spring (Drew 1978, 1979; Pirc 
1986; Enríquez et al. 2004).  The contrasting patterns are believed to be due to 
differential plant dependence on climate fluctuations (temperature and irradiance), 
species specific nutrient status (described by leaf nutrient content), and vegetative state 
(leaf fall and growing season), which may result in different seasonal patterns of growth 
and productivity among seagrass species (Pirc 1986; Enríquez et al. 2004).   
Photosynthetic responses of seagrasses to changes in irradiance have also been 
documented, indicating increased photosynthetic rates with increasing irradiance (Ralph 
et al. 1998; Major and Dunton 2002; Schwarz and Hellblom 2002; Silva and Santos 
2003).  The variation in irradiance observed during this study was also a major factor in 
seasonal photosynthetic variation of the seagrasses in Cockburn Sound. 
 
The ΔF/Fm′ of each species showed a seasonal pattern, inversely related to irradiance, 
which was confirmed by the negative response slope of ΔF/Fm′ to increased irradiance. 
The relationship between ΔF/Fm′ and irradiance observed in this study agrees with 
previous findings (Ralph et al. 1998; Beer and Björk 2000).  Durako and Kunzelman 
(2002) found a similar negative response slope for T. testudinum, although the response 
was linear.  Decreased ΔF/Fm′ with increased irradiance has been reported (Figueroa et 
al. 2002; Major and Dunton 2002; Durako et al. 2003), indicating a partial loss of 
photoprotective mechanisms (Figueroa et al. 2002).  Irradiance-induced decreases in 
Fv/Fm are thought to reflect dissipation of excess energy within the light-harvesting 
antennae (i.e. photoprotection, Krause 1991) and/or photodamage to PSII (Ralph and 
Burchett 1995; Franklin et al. 1996).     52
The decrease in ΔF/Fm′ with time of day is similar to diurnal variation previously 
observed for H. ovalis, P. australis, A. antarctica and T. testudinum (Ralph 1996; Ralph 
et al. 1998; Durako and Kunzelman 2002).  Durako and Kunzelman (2002) concluded 
that diurnal down-regulation of photosynthesis could introduce a significant source of 
variation in landscape-scale sampling of photosynthesis. Diurnal variation of 
photosynthesis in P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis will be examined in detail in 
Chapter 4. 
 
The seasonal and species-specific variations in photosynthetic activity must be taken 
into consideration when determining the significance of any stressors on a seagrass 
system.  The large natural variability reported in this and other studies (Ralph et al. 
1998; Silva and Santos 2003; Runcie and Durako 2004) indicates that the effects of 
external stress on ETR may be difficult to detect due to normal seasonal fluctuations.  It 
is therefore unlikely that changes in ETR could be exclusively attributed to a particular 
stress.  Biber et al. (2005) also suggested that there was evidence for photoacclimation 
and that the fluctuation in photosynthetic yield was minimised because plants were 
acclimating, even to the point of mortality.  Therefore, using photosynthetic yield as the 
only indicator of potential seagrass loss is unlikely to be a suitable tool to measure 
sub-lethal chronic stress response in seagrass (Biber et al. 2005).  This may also apply 
to monitoring the photosynthetic recovery of transplanted seagrasses, where the effects 
of chronic stresses such as high current and heavy epiphytic loading may not be 
detected before transplants are dislodged and washed away.     
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4.    Diurnal variation in the photosynthesis of Posidonia sinuosa, 
Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis 
 
4.1 Introduction   
The link between photosynthetic activity and diurnal variation in irradiance has been 
widely demonstrated (Hillman 1976; Ralph et al. 1998; Silva and Santos 2003).   
Photosynthetic activity generally follows the daily irradiance pattern, increasing to a 
midday peak, then decreasing during the afternoon (Ralph et al. 1998).  However, under 
high irradiance, a midday depression in photosynthetic activity can occur, protecting the 
photosynthetic apparatus of the plant from extreme irradiance (Demmig-Adams et al. 
1989; Henley 1993).  This temporary midday depression is common among marine plants 
(Dennison and Alberte 1986; Abal et al. 1994).  A decrease in PSII efficiency is often 
interpreted as photoinhibition or ‘photochemical down-regulation’ (Hanelt et al. 1993).  
When RLCs are used to measure photosynthetic rates, midday depression is most likely to 
be down-regulation, as the duration of exposure to high irradiance levels is not sufficient 
to cause damage to the photosynthetic apparatus, which in turn would cause 
photoinhibition (Ralph and Gademann 2005).  Physiologically, plants are able to regulate 
photosynthetic activity in response to external factors, such as high irradiance (Silva and 
Santos 2003).  At high irradiance the response is usually photoprotection, involving 
thermal dissipation of energy through a process called non-photochemical quenching 
(Demmig-Adams 1998; Ort 2001).  Photoprotection enables maintenance of the crucial 
balance between energy absorption and photosynthetic light utilisation by carbon fixation, 
thus preventing photo-oxidative damages in PSII (Ensminger et al. 2001; Silva and 
Santos 2003). 
 
PAM fluorescence has allowed the evaluation of seagrass responses to environmental 
stresses such as high irradiances, desiccation and elevated temperatures (e.g. Ralph and 
Burchett 1995; Seddon and Cheshire 2001; Campbell et al. 2003).  Chlorophyll   54
fluorescence has also been useful in examining the dynamic behaviour of the 
photosynthetic apparatus of seagrasses under fluctuating field conditions (Silva and 
Santos 2003). The Diving-PAM underwater fluorometer has been used in the assessment 
of various aspects of the diurnal pattern of photosynthetic activity in seagrasses (Ralph et 
al. 1998; Enríquez et al. 2002; Figueroa et al. 2002), as it enabled a significant number of 
measurements to be taken under field conditions throughout the day.   
 
Changes in photosynthetic performance during a diurnal cycle are widely recognised and 
must be taken into account when long-term measurements of photosynthesis or estimates 
of productivity are required (Silva and Santos 2003).  Estimating the productivity of a 
species or system based only on midday measurements would result in significant 
over-estimations of productivity.  Daily changes in photosynthetic performance should 
therefore be taken into account when estimating productivity (Silva and Santos 2003).  
Durako and Kunzelman (2002) also indicated that the diurnal down-regulation of 
photosynthesis may introduce a significant source of variation in landscape-scale 
photosynthetic sampling.  When sampling sites over large areas it is important to 
understand that apparent differences among sites may be the result of the normal diurnal 
cycles of the seagrasses.     
 
In order to determine Fv/Fm , the seagrass sample must be measured under 
dark-acclimated conditions, which allows all the reaction centres to open and all 
primary electron acceptors to be oxidised (Rohácek and Barták 1999).   
Dark-acclimation times vary among species and can range from 5 minutes in seagrasses 
(Thalassia testudinum) to 30 minutes in corals (Montipora digitata and Stylophora 
pistillata, Jones and Hoegh-Guldberg 2001; Durako and Kunzelman 2002).  Fv/Fm can 
be used as an indicator of photoinhibition or other injury to PSII complexes.  ΔF/Fm′ is 
measured under light-acclimated conditions and reflects electron transport through PSII   55
when part of the reaction centres are closed (Beer and Björk 2000). ΔF/Fm′ is a measure 
of the efficiency of the photochemical processes in PSII (Rohácek and Barták 1999).   
 
The study described in this chapter first aimed to determine appropriate 
dark-acclimation times for each species. The study then aimed to examine and compare 
the diurnal photosynthetic rates, and ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis.  This study was undertaken in order to quantify the 
diurnal variation and to determine the potential limitations of relating ETR to estimates 
of productivity.  The hypotheses tested were:  
1)  maximum ETR (ETRmax) of P. sinuosa,  P. australis and H. ovalis will vary 
diurnally, and  
2)  ΔF/Fm′ and  Fv/Fm of P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis will vary diurnally. 
 
4.2  Methods 
The three species chosen for this study were selected from Woodman Point, Western 
Australia (S 32° 08.180’, E 115° 44.745’, Figure 3, see section 3.2). As the tide changed 
during the day, the depth of water at the site was recorded. The weather on the day of 
sampling was sunny with no cloud cover.  Water temperature varied between 18 and 20 °C.   
 
4.2.1   Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements 
4.2.1.1 Dark-acclimation time for each species 
Prior to beginning the diurnal study, an experiment was conducted to determine an 
appropriate time for dark-acclimation. Suitable dark-acclimation occurred when Fv/Fm 
reached a maximum plateau with increasing time.  Leaves of each species were 
dark-acclimated  in situ  for  3,  5,  6,  8,  10  and  15  minutes  using  dark  leaf  clips                
(Walz GmbH, Effeltrich, Germany).  Four leaves were used for each time treatment.                   
For logistical reasons, a dark-acclimation time of seven minutes was chosen for use in 
the following experiments (see results below, section 4.3.1).   56
4.2.1.2 Diurnal variation 
Photosynthetic rates were measured using a Diving-PAM (Walz GmbH, Effeltrich, 
Germany).  Measurements were carried out every two hours between 0700 and 1700 h 
on 24 May 2005.  Sunrise was at 0704 and sunset at 1723 h.  On each sampling 
occasion, seven separate leaves of each species were used for replicate measurements of 
dark-acclimated Fv/Fm.  Leaves were dark-acclimated for seven minutes.  Seven leaves 
were used for measurement of light-acclimated ΔF/Fm′ and RLCs using the same 
method as described in section 3.2.3.  Ambient underwater irradiance was measured 
using the Diving-PAM’s built-in quantum sensor and was taken as close to the sampling 
site as possible.  Ambient surface irradiance was measured from the shore close to the 
sampling site with a second Diving-PAM. 
 
4.2.2 Data  analysis 
Determining  an  appropriate  dark-acclimation  time  for  each  species,                   
P. sinuosa,  P. australis and H. ovalis, was achieved using a two-way ANOVA     
(factors: species × time).  ETRmax, ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of P. sinuosa, P. australis and     
H. ovalis were compared diurnally using two-way ANOVAs (factors: species × time).  
All assumptions for the ANOVAs were met; data were log transformed where necessary 
(Zar 1999).  When the ANOVA yielded a significant result (p  < 0.05), a post-hoc 
pair-wise comparison of the sample means was performed using the ‘Tukey’s honestly 
significant difference’ test (Tukey HSD).  Probabilities of less than or equal to 0.05 
were taken to be significant.  Analyses were performed using JMP for Windows 
(Version 6.0, SAS Institute Inc.).  Empirical data were mathematically fitted to a 
double-exponential decay function (Platt et al. 1980), as described in section 2.2.3.   
   57
4.3 Results 
4.3.1  Dark-acclimation time for each species 
There was no significant difference in Fv/Fm obtained by dark-acclimating P. sinuosa 
and for H. ovalis 3, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 15 minutes and P. australis for 6, 8, 10 and 15 
minutes (Tukey HSD, Table 4).  Therefore three minutes would have provided adequate 
dark-acclimation time for P. sinuosa and H. ovalis, and six minutes for P. australis.  
However, for logistical reasons, seven minutes was chosen as this would allow for 
dark-acclimation and allow all measurements to be taken without interruption. 
 
Table 4:   Dark-acclimation times for Fv/Fm (mean ± SD, n = 4) for Posidonia sinuosa, 
Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis at Woodman Point.  Within 
species, times with the same letter indicate no significant difference. 
 
Posidonia sinuosa Posidonia australis Halophila ovalis
3 0.82 ± 0.04 
A 0.52 ± 0.06  
AB  0.83 ± 0.03 
A
5 0.82 ± 0.01 
A 0.54 ± 0.10    
B     0.74 ± 0.07 
A
6 0.80 ± 0.02 
A 0.59 ± 0.09 
ABC 0.75 ± 0.04 
A
8 0.82 ± 0.02 
A 0.62 ± 0.08 
ABC 0.76 ± 0.05 
A
10 0.79 ± 0.05 
A 0.67 ± 0.07  
AC 0.78 ± 0.07 
A
15 0.82 ± 0.03 
A 0.71 ± 0.07    







4.3.2  Diurnal variation 
Significant diurnal differences in ETRmax were observed for P. sinuosa, P. australis and 
H. ovalis (Figure 12).  A two-way interaction was detected between species and time 
(F10,107 = 2.17, p < 0.05).  During the twelve hours of this part of the study the ETRmax of 
P. sinuosa varied from 9.0 ± 1.0 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 in the morning to 30.7 ± 5.0   
µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 in the afternoon (± SD, Figure 12).  ETRmax of P. australis varied 
from 11.1 ± 2.8 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 in the morning to 38.8 ± 8.4 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 
in  the  afternoon  (Figure 12).  ETRmax  of  H. ovalis  varied    from    16.5  ±  4.4           
µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 in the morning to 47.3 ± 15.4 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 in the afternoon 
(Figure 12).  The highest ETRmax were reached at the same time as the midday peak in 
underwater irradiance between 1300 and 1500 h, before decreasing in the afternoon.     58
Irradiances measured at the seagrass sampling depth were almost half of the surface 
irradiance (Figure 12d).  As water depth decreased, underwater irradiance more closely 
matched surface irradiance (Figure 12d).   
Posidonia sinuosa
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Figure 12:  Maximum ETR (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of (a) Posidonia sinuosa, (b) Posidonia 
australis and (c) Halophila ovalis from 07:00 to 17:30 h at Woodman Point 
(n = 7).  Surface and underwater irradiance and water depth are shown in (d). 
Points with the same letters indicate no significant difference. 
 
No interaction was detected for ΔF/Fm′ between species and time.  However, a main 
effect was observed on species (F2,108 = 11.36, p < 0.05). P. australis had a higher mean 
ΔF/Fm′ than P. sinuosa and H. ovalis, which were same (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 
13).  A main effect was also observed on time (F5,108 = 15.84, p < 0.05). Mean ΔF/Fm′   59
varied from a maximum of 0.76 ± 0.02 at sunrise to a minimum of 0.64 ± 0.07 around 
midday and afternoon (Figure 13).  Mean ΔF/Fm′ was significantly lower between 
1100 and 1500 h (Tukey HSD, p  < 0.05, Figure 13).  Variability in ΔF/Fm′, as 
expressed by SD, was approximately 4% of the mean, except during the middle of the 
day when SD variability increased to 10% of the mean. 
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Figure 13:  Main effect on (a) species (n = 42) and (b) time (n = 21) for effective 
quantum yield (ΔF/Fm′, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis at Woodman Point.  Points with the same 
letters indicate no significant difference. 
 
No interaction was detected for Fv/Fm between species and time.  However, a main 
effect was observed on species (F2,104 = 4.79, p < 0.05).  H. ovalis had a lower mean 
Fv/Fm than P. australis but was the same as P. sinuosa (Tukey HSD, p   <  0.05,     
Figure 14).  A main effect was also observed on time (F5,104 = 10.12, p < 0.05).  Mean 
Fv/Fm decreased from a maximum of 0.87 ± 0.01 at sunrise to a minimum of 0.82 ± 0.01 
at sunset (Figure 14).  Mean Fv/Fm was significantly lower after 1100 h (Tukey HSD,  
p < 0.05, Figure 14) but showed a small increase towards sunset, although this was not 
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Figure 14:  Main effect on (a) species (n = 42) and (b) time (n = 21) for potential 
quantum yield (Fv/Fm, mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa,  Posidonia 
australis and Halophila ovalis at Woodman Point.  Points with the same 
letters indicate no significant difference. 
 
4.4 Discussion 
ETRmax for each species showed a diurnal pattern coincident with irradiance throughout 
the day.  Similar diurnal behaviour has also been reported for Amphibolis antarctica 
(Rottnest Island, Western Australia, Ralph et al. 1998), P. australis (Jervis Bay, New 
South Wales, Runcie and Durako 2004), Zostera noltii and Cymodocea nodosa 
(Portugal, Silva and Santos 2003), and Posidonia  oceanica (Spain, Figueroa et al. 
2002).  H. ovalis had the highest ETRmax, while the larger seagrasses, P. australis and  
P. sinuosa, had a lower ETRmax.  These findings were also reported in Chapter 3.     
Ralph et al. (1998) conducted a study on the seagrasses of nearby Rottnest Island and 
also reported that H. ovalis had the highest ETR, followed by P. australis  and              
P. sinuosa, despite using the default ETR factor of 0.84.  The higher photosynthetic 
activity displayed by H. ovalis compared to the two Posidonia species would still hold 
true if Ralph et al. (1998) had used appropriate absorptance factors (as calculated in 
section 2.3.1).   
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The  ΔF/Fm′ showed a diurnal pattern that was inversely related to irradiance, and 
variability in ΔF/Fm′, which increased during the middle of the day.  The diurnal 
decrease in photosynthetic efficiency of P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis during the 
middle of the day is in agreement with both a decrease in ΔF/Fm′ and increased variance 
at midday for P. australis (Jervis Bay, New South Wales, Runcie and Durako 2004) and 
marine macroalgae (Runcie and Riddle 2004).   
 
Time for dark-acclimation can vary among species and it is therefore necessary to 
determine an appropriate time before conducting studies of Fv/Fm.  Seven minutes was 
found to be an appropriate time for dark-acclimation for P. sinuosa, P. australis and      
H. ovalis. Similarly, Durako and Kunzelman (2002) reported that five minutes was an 
appropriate dark-acclimation time for T. testudinum leaves, and Ralph et al. (1998) used 
ten minutes as a dark-acclimation time for studies on P. sinuosa,  P. australis, 
Amphibolis antarctica,  Amphibolis griffithii and H. ovalis.  Campbell et al. (2003) also 
found ten minutes to be appropriate in a study on Zostera capricorni and Zostera 
tasmanica. The Fv/Fm showed a slow decrease after sunrise throughout the day, with a 
small increase in Fv/Fm towards sunset, indicating a reduction in PSII activity (Beer and 
Björk 2000).  Silva and Santos (2003) also reported a decrease in Fv/Fm for Z. noltii 
despite adaptation to a high light environment.  The decrease in Fv/Fm towards sunset 
indicate that seagrasses dissipate some energy, channelling it through a 
non-photochemical quenching pathway, a process which appears to be common 
amongst seagrasses (Ralph et al. 1998). 
 
Using chlorophyll fluorescence to measure ETR and obtain estimates of productivity of 
a seagrass meadow would be ideal for management authorities as it is a fast and 
non-destructive technique (Beer et al. 1998; Ralph et al. 1998).  However, diurnal   62
fluctuations in the photosynthetic activity of seagrasses need to be considered.  This was 
supported by the fact that ETRmax, which in theory is directly related to gross 
photosynthesis, varied throughout the day within a range that was 3 to 4 times greater 
than its lowest value.  Silva and Santos (2003) reported a similar finding for studies on 
Portuguese seagrasses.  Basing a productivity estimate solely on ETRmax values 
obtained around midday would significantly over-estimate results.  Therefore, when 
attempting to use ETR as an estimation of productivity, daily integrals should be used to 
take into account the dynamics of real-time adjustments in photosynthesis.  Silva and 
Santos (2003) suggested using a modelling approach to establish differentiated and 
vertically-limited “productivity bands” in intertidal meadows according to specific local 
conditions, and to calculate daily integrals of photosynthesis for each of those bands.  
This should also be applied to subtidal ecosystems, taking into account depth gradients 
and the seasonality of deep-edge subtidal meadows.   
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5.   Comparison of photosynthetic rates and meadow characteristics 
of two apparently different seagrass meadows  
 
5.1 Introduction   
Variations in productivity and photosynthetic rates of seagrass meadows can be 
reflected by the changing characteristics of the meadow.  Increases in canopy height, 
shoot density and leaf area index indicate increased growth and are linked with 
increased productivity (Gordon et al. 1994; Cambridge and Hocking 1997; Ruiz and 
Romero 2003).  The effect of increased epiphyte abundance on seagrass leaves is 
reported to result in decreased leaf production and reduced photosynthetic activity 
(Silberstein et al. 1986; Ralph and Gademann 1999), which can lead to subsequent loss 
of seagrass meadows (Cambridge and McComb 1984; Cambridge et al. 1986; 
Silberstein et al. 1986).  Sedimentation and increased turbidity have also resulted in 
decreased meadow productivity (Vermaat et al. 1996a; Moore et al. 1997; Ruiz and 
Romero 2003). 
  
Changes such as canopy height, shoot density and epiphyte biomass are most often 
related to changes in light availability and water quality caused by turbidity or nutrient 
input (Manzanera et al. 1998; McGlathery 2001; Frankovich and Zieman 2005).  These 
variables are also the factors which are most often viewed as important when comparing 
sites and judging whether they are “healthy” or “unhealthy” (Wood and Lavery 2000).  
A laywoman might use these factors to compare sites and conclude from this whether or 
not one site was different to another.  Evaluation of these factors would vary depending 
on a person’s experience in the area, knowledge of local history or views formed from 
outside sources, such as media reports or hearsay.  However, whether these factors 
demonstrate any measurable differences among sites is the final indicator of whether a   64
difference among sites truly exists.  Wood and Lavery (2000) examined the role of 
perception in defining seagrass health.  They found that four variables (canopy cover, 
shoot density, epiphyte biomass and the proportion of calcareous epiphytes) were 
important in developing perceptions, however, none of these variables differed 
statistically between sites perceived to be “healthy” and “unhealthy” in winter (Wood 
and Lavery 2000).  Epiphyte load was not different between healthy and unhealthy sites, 
despite their perceived importance and the study concluded that the usefulness of these 
variables as indicators of health varied seasonally (Wood and Lavery 2000).   
 
Two sites with apparent differences, west and east Mangles Bay, were examined in 
terms of seagrass photosynthetic activity and meadow characteristics.  The sites 
appeared to have different meadow densities and epiphyte loads, and were used 
differently by the public.  Examinations of Posidonia sinuosa photosynthetic activity 
and meadow characteristics were carried out to determine if there were differences 
between sites, and how the meadow characteristics related to (and influenced) the 
photosynthetic activity at the sites.  The results from these findings would be examined 
to determine if apparent visual differences between west and east meadows were 
reflected by measured physical and photosynthetic characteristics.  The hypotheses 
tested were:  
1)  photosynthetic rates (ETRmax, ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm) of P. sinuosa will be significantly 
different between the west and east sites, and 
2)  there will be a significant difference in the meadow characteristics (canopy height, 
shoot density, leaf area index, epiphytes biomass and sediment grain size) between 
the west and east sites. 
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5.2 Methods 
5.2.1 Site  selection 
Sites were chosen that seemed to be differently impacted based on the author’s visual 
comparisons of human use of the surrounding areas, visual estimates of epiphytic cover 
and whether sheltered or unsheltered from ocean swells.  Sites at Mangles Bay near 
Rockingham, Western Australia, were chosen on the basis of being close together in 
order to minimise time between sampling.  The two sites were separated by a rock-filled 
causeway that connected the mainland near Rockingham to Garden Island.  P. sinuosa 
was growing at both sites and was selected as the species for comparison.   Posidonia 
australis was also growing at both sites.   
 
The east site was at the southern end of Cockburn Sound (S 32° 16.412’, E 115° 
41.933’) and was sheltered from the Indian Ocean by the causeway (Figure 15), which 
limited water movement.  The site was approximately 120 m from the beach in 1.8 m of 
water.  The beach at this site was used by the public as a boat launching area.  Visual 
examination of the site revealed that the meadow was patchy with clumps of seagrasses 
surrounded by thinner meadow, with areas where the substrate could easily be seen 
through the canopy.  The epiphytes at this site appeared thick and smothering, although 
easily removed by hand.  Visibility on the day of sampling was approximately 3 - 4 m.   
 
The west site was directly exposed to the Indian Ocean (S 32° 16.181’, E 115° 41.835’) 
and was marginally sheltered by Point Peron (Figure 15).  The site was approximately 
20 – 30 m from the beach in 2.6 m of water.  This site was used as a swimming, 
canoeing and fishing beach by the public.  Visual examination suggested a thicker 
meadow than the east site, with P. sinuosa growing in a dense windrow pattern.  The 
substrate could only be glimpsed between windrows when waves caused the seagrass to   66
move.  The epiphytes appeared less dense although harder to remove than at the east 
site.  Visibility on the day of sampling was approximately 2 m, due to suspended 
particulate matter washed in from a sand pile approximately 50 m away.  The sand pile 
was deposited on the beach as part of the maintenance of a nearby boating facility. 
 
Figure 15:   West and east Mangles Bay sites, at the southern end of Cockburn Sound, 
Western Australia (Oceanica 2004).   
 
5.2.2  Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements 
Dark-acclimated  Fv/Fm (six minutes dark-acclimation), light-acclimated ΔF/Fm′ and 
RLCs were carried out as described in section 4.2.1 on 4 June 2005 between 0940 and 
1330 h.  Visible epiphytic growth at the measurement sites was easily removed by 
rubbing the leaf with a finger.  Ten replicate measurements of Fv/Fm and eight replicate 
measurements of ΔF/Fm′ and ETR (RLCs) were made on separate leaves at each site.   
 
5.2.3 Meadow  characteristics 
5.2.3.1 Canopy height 
Ten replicate canopy height measurements were made randomly within 5 m of the 
sampling site, measuring the minimum and maximum canopy height under the 
prevailing conditions.  These were averaged to give canopy height.     67
5.2.3.2 Shoot density 
Shoot counts (shoots per m
2) were carried out for nine replicate 25 × 25 cm quadrats to 
determine shoot density.   
 
5.2.3.3 Leaf area index 
The leaf area index was calculated after clearing a 25 × 25 cm quadrat.  Leaf length and 
width (base, middle and tip) were measured.  Leaf area index (m
2 leaf m
-2 ground area) 
was calculated as the product of the average shoot area (length × width) and the shoot 
density, and was doubled to allow for both sides of the leaf. 
 
5.2.3.4 Epiphyte biomass 
Ten replicate leaves were arbitrarily  selected  to  determine  the  epiphyte  biomass        
(mg dw cm
-2 leaf area) and to examine this in terms of base and tip epiphyte loading.  
Leaves were divided into base (≤15 cm from leaf sheath) and tip (>15 cm from leaf 
sheath) sections, because readings of photosynthetic rates were measured at the base of 
the leaves.  All visible epiphytes were scraped off with a razor blade and oven-dried at 
80 °C for 24 h to determine epiphyte dry weight cm
-2 leaf area. 
 
5.2.3.5 Sediment grain size 
Five replicate surface sediment samples were collected to compare sediment grain size 
at each site.  The sediment samples were oven-dried at 80 °C for 48 h before grading 
into seven categories (greater than 2mm to less than 0.063 mm), using a mechanical 
shaker for fifteen minutes and standard laboratory sieves (Endecotts Ltd London, 
England: 2 mm, 1 mm, 0.5 mm, 0.25 mm, 0.125 mm, >0.063 mm and <0.063 mm).  
Each fraction was weighed enabling a size fraction distribution to be calculated.   
Sediments were classified according to the proportionate grain size distribution within 
the categories developed by Inman (1952).   68
5.2.4 Data  analysis 
Photosynthetic ETR of P. sinuosa at the two sites was compared using a two-way ANOVA 
(factors: site × irradiance).  The ΔF/Fm′ , Fv/Fm  , ambient light, canopy height, shoot 
density, leaf area index and epiphyte biomass were each compared between sites using 
one-way ANOVAs.  Sediment grain size analysis between sites was compared using a 
two-way ANOVA (factors: site × grain size).  All assumptions for the ANOVAs were 
met; data were log transformed where necessary (Zar 1999).  When the ANOVA yielded 
a significant result (p < 0.05), a post-hoc pair-wise comparison of the sample means was 
performed using the ‘Tukey’s honestly significant difference’ test (Tukey HSD).   
Probabilities of less than or equal to 0.05 were taken to be significant.  Analyses were 
performed using JMP for Windows (Version 6.0, SAS Institute Inc.).  Empirical data were 
mathematically fitted to a double-exponential decay function (Platt et al. 1980), as 
described in section 2.2.3. 
 
5.3 Results 
There were significant differences in photosynthetic ETR between the east and west 
sites (Figure 16).  A two-way interaction was detected between site and irradiance 
(F8,118 = 2.83, p < 0.05).  ETR at the west site was significantly lower than at the east 
site at all irradiances, except at 0, 1023 and 1664 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1, which were the 
same (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 16).   
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Figure 16:  The photosynthetic ETR (mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa at west and east 
Mangles Bay (n = 8).  Within irradiance, ^ indicates where ETR is 
significantly different between sites (p < 0.05).     69
The ETRmax at the west site was 6.7 ± 2.1 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1 and the ETRmax at the 
east site was 10.8 ± 2.0 µmol electron m
-2 s
-1.  ETRmax differed by 32 and 18% of the 
mean at the west and east sites respectively.  The west site had lower ambient light 
(60.3 ± 8.7 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1) compared to the east site (64.1 ± 19.7 µmol quanta     
m
-2 s
-1, ± SD, Table 5), although this was not significantly different.  There was no 
significant difference in the ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of the two sites (Table 5).   
 
Table 5:   The characteristics of Posidonia sinuosa meadows at west and east Mangles 
Bay (mean ± SD). 




depth (m)  2.6 1.8 ns
ambient light (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1)  60.3 ± 8.70 64.1 ± 19.7 ns 10
 ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1)  6.7 ± 2.1 10.8 ± 2.00  ^ 8
 ΔF / Fm' (effective quantum yield)  0.67 ± 0.07 0.70 ± 0.04 ns 8
 Fv / Fm (potential quantum yield)  0.81 ± 0.01 0.80 ± 0.02 ns 10
 canopy height (cm)  35.6 ± 4.80 37.5 ± 4.60 ns 10
 shoot density (shoots per m
2)  613 ± 257 329 ± 390 ns 9
 leaf area index (m
2 m
-2)  3.2 ± 1.9 1.4 ± 0.6 ^ 60,77
 epiphyte biomass base (mg dw cm
-2 leaf area)  3.7 ± 1.8 5.3 ± 2.2 ns 10
 epiphyte biomass tip (mg dw cm
-2 leaf area)  7.3 ± 3.0 9.2 ± 3.5 ns 10
 epiphyte biomass total (mg dw cm
-2 leaf area)  5.9 ± 2.3 7.7 ± 2.6 ns 10
 sediment grain size  see Figure 17 see Figure 17 ^ 5  
 
There was no difference in canopy height or shoot density at the two sites (Table 5).  
The canopy height at the west site was 35.6 ± 4.8 cm and 37.5 ± 4.6 cm at the east site.  
The shoot density at the west site was   613 ± 257 shoots per m
2 where the seagrasses 
grew in distinct windrows, and 329 ± 390 shoots per m
2 at the east site where the 
seagrasses grew in distinct clumps.  The leaf area index was 3.2 ± 1.9 m
2 m
-2 for the 
west site and 1.4 ± 0.6 m
2 m
-2 for the east site and was significantly different for the two 
sites (F1,135 = 36.06, p < 0.05).  There was no difference in epiphyte biomass at the two 
sites (Table 5).     
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Significant differences in sediment grain size were observed between sites (Figure 17).  
A two-way interaction was detected between site and sediment  grain  size                 
(F6,56 = 5.66,  p < 0.05). The west site had a higher proportion of fine sand (>0.063 mm) 
than the east site (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 17).  All other grain size categories 
were not significantly different.  The east site had an overall higher proportion of coarse 
material, with less sediment in fine fractions (<0.125 mm), although this was not 
significant.  Correspondingly, the west site had an overall higher proportion of fine 
material, with less sediment in the coarse fractions (>0.125 mm), although this was not 









































Figure 17:  The grain size composition at west and east Mangles Bay (mean ± SD, n = 5).  
Within sediment grain size, bars with the same letters indicate no significant 
difference between sites. 
 
5.4 Discussion 
The lower ETR at the west site coincided with lower ambient light and deeper water 
than the east site, and corresponds to reports relating decreased photosynthetic rates   71
with decreasing light and increasing depth (Pirc 1986; Ralph et al. 1998; Major and 
Dunton 2002; Olesen et al. 2002; Schwarz and Hellblom 2002; Silva and Santos 2003).  
The lack of difference in ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm between sites indicated that one site was not 
more stressed or light deprived than the other, as a decrease in Fv/Fm is usually 
indicative of a reduction in PSII activity, or photoinhibition (Beer and Björk 2000), 
while Campbell et al. (2003) suggested a decrease in Fv/Fm could be a response to light 
deprivation.   
 
The patchy growth of P. sinuosa at the east site, characterised by lower mean shoot 
density and lower leaf area index, is likely to contribute to the significantly higher ETR 
at this site, due to the reduced self-shading and higher irradiance reaching the base of 
the leaves where the measurements were taken (Ralph et al. 1998; Major and Dunton 
2002; Silva and Santos 2003).  Conversely, the west site showed even growth in 
windrows, characterised by higher shoot density and higher leaf area index. The west 
site had a lower ETR, due to lower irradiance reaching the base of the leaves where the 
measurements were taken.  
 
There was an overall higher proportion of coarse material at the east site, with less 
sediment in fine fractions.  This is contrary to what was expected, with a higher 
proportion  of  fine  sand  normally  being  found  in  areas  of  lower  water  movement  
(van Keulen and Borowitzka 2003).  It was presumed that the east site was sheltered by 
the causeway resulting in less exposure and a higher proportion of fine fractions, 
particularly as suspended particulate matter was constantly observed at this site.   
However, this was not the case.  The deviation from what was expected may be due to 
the suspension of very fine sediments due to water movement and reduced settling of 
such fine sediments.  A similar finding was reported by Tunbridge (2000) during   72
seagrass plug and sprig transplantation trials at Mangles Bay, which also noted that the 
dominant sediment was fine and medium sand.  The west site showed a higher 
proportion of fine sediments and may have been influenced by the deposition of sand on 
the nearby beach (less than 50 m away) for the maintenance of a boat launching facility.  
Part of the sand deposited on the beach was washed into the water as waves broke on 
the beach and it is likely that this contributed to the higher proportion of fine sediments 
at this site.  The difference in sediment grain composition between sites indicates that 
the two sites have different water flow regimes.  Studies reporting the effects of 
sedimentation and reduced light availability on seagrasses have been conducted, which 
indicated decreased meadow productivity under low irradiance (Vermaat et al. 1996a; 
Moore et al. 1997; Manzanera et al. 1998; Ramírez-García et al. 1998; Ruiz and 
Romero 2003).  Studies on the effects of water flow and currents on nutrient uptake, 
respiration and photosynthesis reported that freshwater algae had a higher respiratory 
rate and higher phosphorus uptake in a current as compared with still water (Whitford 
and Schumacher 1961, 1964; Schumacher and Whitford 1965).  Oxygen metabolism 
from  Zostera marina was enhanced with increased current speeds (Conover 1968; 
Nixon and Oviatt 1972).  Apparent photosynthesis of the submerged macrophyte 
Callitriche stagnalis was stimulated by increasing velocities to 8-12 mm s
-1, but higher 
velocities inhibited photosynthesis (Madsen and Søndergaard 1983).  Future studies 
using chlorophyll fluorometry could be expanded to determine how changes in water 
flow relate to photosynthetic activity in seagrasses. 
 
Although visual differences in meadow characteristics between the two sites suggested 
differences in photosynthetic activity, there was actually a poor connection between 
physical and photosynthetic characteristics at these two meadows.  The large variability 
in ETR reported in this and other studies (Ralph et al. 1998; Silva and Santos 2003;   73
Runcie and Durako 2004) indicated that it may be difficult to determine when changes 
in photosynthetic rates are the product of a stressor or simply normal meadow 
fluctuations.  Large fluctuations in meadow characteristics such as canopy height, shoot 
density, leaf area index and epiphyte biomass also make it difficult to determine 
whether one site is “healthier” than another.  This indicates that the effects of external 
stress on ETR and meadow characteristics have to be greater than the natural variation 
of the seagrasses and, as concluded in Chapter 3 and 4, it would be difficult to attribute 
these changes exclusively to a particular stress.  Variables such as those examined in 
this study should not be used when attempting to visually assess whether one site will 
be more photosynthetically active than another.  Similarly, a study by Wood and Lavery 
(2000) examining the role of perception in defining health and indicators, concluded 
that four variables used in developing perceptions – canopy cover, shoot density, 
epiphyte biomass and the proportion of calcareous epiphytes – showed no significant 
differences between sites perceived to be “healthy” and “unhealthy”(Wood and Lavery 
2000).     74
6.   Photosynthetic recovery and survival of Posidonia sinuosa sprigs 
and plugs after transplantation 
 
6.1 Introduction      
Seagrass ecosystems provide an array of ecological functions and are highly productive 
components of estuarine and coastal ecosystems supporting diverse faunal assemblages 
(Thayer et al. 1984; Heck et al. 1995; Sheridan et al. 2003). Seagrasses filter and retain 
nutrients from the water (Short and Short 1984). They also promote sediment 
stabilisation (Ward et al. 1984; van Keulen et al. 2003) and baffle wave energy 
(Fonseca and Fisher 1986), thereby reducing erosional forces and protecting adjacent 
shorelines  (Christiansen et al. 1981).  Despite these crucial roles, human activities 
continue to result in seagrass decline.  Eutrophication, anchor damage, land reclamation 
and dredging include some of the causes of seagrass loss (Short and Wyllie-Echeverria 
1996; Duarte 2002). 
 
Loss of biodiversity has been recognised as a major threat to the continued functioning 
of ecosystems (Suchanek 1994; Perrings et al. 1995).  Reduced ecosystem functioning 
has been well recognised in terrestrial habitats and has resulted in mitigation and 
restoration projects (Jordan et al. 1993; Perrings et al. 1995), however current efforts in 
marine environments appear to be less effective (Fonseca et al. 1998).  Seagrass 
transplantation projects have aimed to restore areas where seagrasses have been lost due 
to human activities.  However, successful transplantation in the marine environment has 
its own problems such as reduced water quality and increased turbidity due to coastal 
erosion, pollution and algal growth (Orth and Moore 1983; Cambridge and McComb 
1984; Cambridge et al. 1986; Onuf 1994), and high energy environments (Lord et al. 
1999; Paling et al. 2001a).  A variety of transplanting methods have been trialled in an 
effort to improve seagrass transplanting successes.   75
Davis and Short (1997) summarised that seagrass transplantation methods could be 
grouped into three broad categories: (1) shoots with sediment intact, known as plugs or 
cores, (2) seeds and (3) shoots with bare roots, known as sprigs.  The preferred method 
of transplantation is extracting plugs of shoots with the sediment intact (Phillips 1990), 
as the rhizome system remains intact, including part of the sediment nutrient pool to 
which the plant is adapted (Davis and Short 1997).  A large scale example of this 
method using a mechanically transplanted unit known as a sod (0.25 m
2 in area and     
0.5 m deep) has been trialled by Paling et al. (2001a; 2001b; 2003), with sods showing 
an average survival of approximately 70% after three years (Paling et al. 2001b).  Plugs 
of smaller size have been extracted using PVC pipes (Phillips 1990; van Keulen et al. 
2003), sod pluggers (Fonseca et al. 1996), small metal cans (Kelly et al. 1971; Harrison 
1990) and shovels (Addy 1947a; Churchill et al. 1978).  The disadvantage of the 
plug/core method is that holes are created in a healthy donor site, resulting in 
susceptibility to erosion (Davis and Short 1997).  Seeds can be used after collecting 
reproductive shoots from natural meadows and storing them in seawater until 
maturation (Addy 1947a; Lewis and Phillips 1980; Fukuda 1987).  The main advantage 
in using seeds is that a large number can be sown over large areas quickly and easily, 
but currents and bioturbation can mean that the seeds are easily transported, hence there 
is no guarantee that they will germinate where they are sown (Davis and Short 1997).  
The time taken for collection of a large number of viable seeds can also be a 
disadvantage (Churchill et al. 1978; Lewis and Phillips 1980; Phillips and Lewis 1983).  
The sprig method involves removing a section of rhizome with shoots attached from a 
donor meadow and transplanting them individually or in groups, with or without an 
anchoring mechanism (Churchill et al. 1978).  Anchors may include U-shaped metal 
staples placed over the rhizome (Phillips and Lewis 1983), biodegradable stick anchors 
(Merkel and Hoffman 1990), or shoots woven into, or covered with mesh fabric   76
anchored with steel pins (Homziak et al. 1982; Tunbridge 2000).  Sprigs can be 
collected quickly and are more easily transplanted than plugs, but are susceptible to 
dislodging once transplanted.   
 
Studies investigating the use of chlorophyll fluorometry to assess the photosynthetic 
responses of transplanted seagrasses have been limited.  However, Durako et al. (2003) 
used chlorophyll fluorometry to examine the photobiology of two populations of 
Halophila johnsonii and Halophila decipiens in Florida, USA, in an attempt to explain 
distribution patterns. Their project involved reciprocal transplants to evaluate 
photosynthetic patterns and found that H. johnsonii possessed UV-absorbing pigments 
(UVP), which together with a tolerance to higher irradiances, allowed this species to 
exploit shallow habitats without competition from the UVP lacking H. decipiens.         
H. decipiens had a high mortality when transplanted from deep to shallow sites (Durako 
et al. 2003).  Figueroa et al. (2002) also used PAM fluorometry in seagrass transference 
studies on Posidonia oceanica in southern Spain to examine the effects of solar 
radiation on photosynthesis.  They concluded that P. oceanica seemed acclimated to high 
solar irradiance and that UV radiation could trigger the induction of photoprotective 
mechanisms against high solar irradiance (Figueroa et al. 2002). 
 
Research examining the photosynthetic characteristics of seagrasses before, during and 
after transplantation have not been published and this study attempts to resolve the 
uncertainty surrounding the processes occurring during transplantation.  In this study 
two methods of seagrass transplantation were trialled on Posidonia sinuosa: sprigs and 
plugs.  The aim was to examine the change in the photosynthetic rate during the process 
of transplantation, and to determine if the sprigs and plugs recovered to the same rate as 
naturally-occurring seagrasses at the transplant sites.  The time taken for photosynthetic 
recovery and the survival rate of the sprigs and plugs were also examined.                     77
The hypotheses tested were:  
Sprigs: 
1)  photosynthetic rates (ETRmax,  ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm) of P. sinuosa sprigs will vary 
significantly before, during and after transplantation,  
2)  photosynthetic rates of transplanted sprigs and the natural control meadow at the 
recipient site will vary significantly, 
Plugs: 
3)  photosynthetic rates of P. sinuosa plugs will vary significantly before, during and 
after transplantation, and 
4)  photosynthetic rates of transplanted plugs and the natural control meadow at the 
recipient site will vary significantly. 
 
6.2   Methods 
6.2.1   Sprig transplantation at Southern Flats 
This study was part of the Seagrass Research and Rehabilitation Plan, Project 3, 
carried out by the Marine and Freshwater Research Laboratory (Paling and van Keulen 
2004).  Transplantation of 1.4 hectares of P. sinuosa sprigs took place on three 
occasions between November 2004 and February 2005.  Sprigs were collected from 
Parmelia Bank, Western Australia (4.6 – 6.6 m depth,  S 32º 08.097’, E 115º 42.387’), 
and were transplanted to Southern Flats (2.0 – 3.8 m depth,  S 32º 15’, E 115º 43’,  
Figure 3).   
 
Suitable sprig transplant material was collected from the edge of the donor meadow by 
removing sections of seagrass rhizomes that had leaves and white roots attached.  The 
transplant material was brought onto a boat and stored in seawater-filled containers, 
shaded by the boat’s canopy.  During transport to the recipient site, the sprigs were 
removed from the containers and the rhizomes were tied to wire staples with   78
biodegradable twine (Figure 18a).  This process meant that the sprigs were emersed for 
up to fifteen minutes.  The sprigs were then replaced in the water-filled containers until 
ready to plant (Figure 18b).  Upon arrival at the recipient site, the sprigs were moved 
into free-draining crates to enable transport underwater.  Not all the crates could be 
carried at once and therefore some were left on the boat for up to one and a half hours, 
covered with wet calico bags until divers were ready to plant the sprigs.   
 
Figure 18: Examples of (a) a Posidonia sinuosa sprig tied by the rhizome to a wire 
staple and (b) sprigs ready for transplantation, stored in seawater-filled 
containers during transport. 
 
Southern Flats was selected as the recipient site, based on suitable sediment and water 
quality characteristics (Paling et al. 2002). Small patches of P. sinuosa and P. australis 
occurred naturally at the recipient site.  The site had been marked out with rope during 
preparation prior to transplantation.  The rope was laid out in two adjacent 100 × 100 m 
grids.  Each team of divers took a crate filled with sprigs and a 1 × 1 m quadrat and 
proceeded to plant sprigs with a spacing of 1 m (Figure 19a).  Sprigs were planted by 
pushing the wire staple into the sand and creating a furrow for the rhizome, 
approximately 10 cm deep.  The rhizome and its roots were covered with sand, making 
sure that the leaves remained exposed. 
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6.2.1.1 Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements 
One leaf per sprig was dark-acclimated for six minutes (section 4.2.1.1), followed by a 
saturating pulse, giving an Fv/Fm measurement.  Light-acclimated ΔF/Fm′ and RLCs 
were carried out as described in section 3.2.3.  Visible epiphytic growth at the 
measurement sites was easily removed by rubbing the leaf with a finger.  Ten replicate 
measurements of Fv/Fm , and seven replicate measurements of ΔF/Fm′ and ETR (RLCs) 
were made at each stage of the transplant process as described in section 6.2.1.2. 
 
6.2.1.2 Sampling protocol during transplantation 
Transplantation of 1.4 hectares of sprigs took place on three occasions between 
November 2004 and February 2005.  Each occasion consisted of four consecutive days 
of transplantation (November 8-11, December 6-9 and February 14-17).  On each day 
sprigs were collected from Parmelia Bank, transported to Southern Flats and 
transplanted.  Fluorescence measurements were made on the following: 
1)  in situ P. sinuosa material before removal for transplantation, Parmelia Bank, 
2)  collected material, once tied onto wire staples while stored in water-filled 
containers, during transport to Southern Flats (Figure 19b), 
3)  transplanted sprigs, Southern Flats, and 
4)  control P. sinuosa, naturally occurring near the recipient site at Southern Flats. 
 
Figure 19: Examples of (a) transplanting sprigs at Southern Flats using a 1 × 1 m 
quadrat and (b) dark-acclimating Posidonia sinuosa sprigs for 
measurements during transport.   80
On each day measurements were made as described above.  In addition, the transplants 
planted on previous days were re-measured, in order to determine any changes in 
photosynthetic rates. 
 
6.2.1.3 Sampling protocol after transplantation 
Transplants were revisited during March and May 2005.  On each visit fluorescence 
measurements were made on the following: 
1)  transplanted sprigs, Southern Flats, and 
2)  control P. sinuosa, naturally occurring near the recipient site at Southern Flats. 
 
6.2.1.4 Sampling times 
For logistical reasons, fluorescence measurements could not all be taken at the same 
time.  Measurements were made on each day between the following times: 
1)  0930 – 1040 h: donor site, Parmelia Bank, 
2)  1030 – 1200 h: during transport on the boat, 
3)  0850 – 1640 h: transplanted sprigs, Southern Flats, and 
4)  0850 – 1510 h: control P. sinuosa meadow, Southern Flats. 
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6.2.2   Plug and sprig transplantation at Woodman Point 
Three plug sizes (5, 10 and 15 cm diameter) and one set of sprigs were transplanted at 
Woodman Point, Western Australia (S 32° 08.180’, E 115° 44.745’), during February 
2005 (Figure 3).  Plugs and sprigs were collected from the edge of a P. sinuosa 
seagrass meadow (2.0 m) and transplanted into an adjacent area of bare sand (1.9 m).   
 
Ten replicate plugs of each size were collected from the edge of the donor meadow by 
hammering PVC plug sleeves into the seagrass.  After the plug sleeves were in place, 
the surrounding sand was dug away to remove the plug from the sediment.  A cap was 
placed on the bottom of the PVC plugs to prevent loss of material.  Plugs were 
extracted and transplanted using the method described by van Keulen et al. (2003).  
Ten sprigs were collected by removing a section of rhizome from the edge of the 
meadow and tying the sprig onto wire staples underwater (section 6.2.1). 
 
The plugs and sprigs were moved underwater to the recipient site.  Plugs were planted 
in a 2 × 5 configuration, with a spacing of 15 - 35 cm between them.  Sprigs were 
planted by pushing the wire staple into the sand and creating a furrow for the rhizome, 
approximately 10 cm deep.  The rhizome and roots were covered with sand, making 
sure the leaves remained exposed.  Sprigs were planted in a 2 × 5 configuration, with a 
spacing of 25 cm between them. 
 
6.2.2.1 Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements 
One leaf per plug/sprig was dark-acclimated for six minutes (section 4.2.1) followed by 
a saturating pulse, giving an Fv/Fm measurement. Light-acclimated ΔF/Fm′ and RLC 
measurements were carried out as described in section 3.2.3.  Visible epiphytic growth 
at the measurement sites was easily removed by rubbing the leaf with a finger.  Ten 
replicate measurements of Fv/Fm ,  ΔF/Fm′  and  ETR (RLCs) were made at each stage 
of the transplant process as described in section 6.2.2.2.   82
6.2.2.2 Sampling protocol during transplantation 
Transplantation of plugs and sprigs took place on three days during February 2005.  On 
each day, ten plugs of the appropriate size (5, 10 or 15 cm diameter) were transplanted 
and on one of the days sprigs were also transplanted.  Fluorescence measurements were 
made on the following: 
1)  in situ P. sinuosa material before removal for transplantation, 
2)  transplant material after the PVC plug sleeve had been hammered into the meadow, 
but before removal from the substrate (Figure 20a), 
3)  collected transplant material while still in the plug sleeve at the recipient site before 
transplantation (Figure 20b), 
4)  transplanted P. sinuosa plugs (Figure 20c), and 
5)  transplanted P. sinuosa sprigs. 
 
 
Figure 20: Examples of fluorescence measurements on transplant material, (a) PVC 
plugs inserted before removal, (b) on transplant material while in the PVC 
plug before transplantation and (c) on transplanted plug material.     83
6.2.2.3 Sampling protocol after transplantation 
Plugs and sprigs were revisited once a week for four weeks and then periodically until     
5 July 2005.  On each revisit, fluorescence measurements were made on the following:  
1)  5 cm diameter plugs,  
2)  10 cm diameter plugs,  
3)  15 cm diameter plugs,      
4) sprigs,  and   
5) control  P. sinuosa meadow naturally occurring adjacent to the recipient sand patch. 
 
6.2.2.4 Sampling times 
For logistical reasons, fluorescence measurements could not all be taken at the same 
time.  Measurements were made between the following times: 
1)  1020 – 1110 h: 5 cm plugs, 
2)  0800 – 1010 h: 10 cm plugs, 
3)  0800 – 0948 h: 15 cm plugs, 
4)  0800 – 1040 h: sprigs, and 
5)  0840 – 1135 h: control meadow. 
 
6.2.3 Data  analysis 
P. sinuosa sprigs and plugs were analysed for significant differences during the 
transplant process. ETRmax were compared before, during and after transplantation using 
two-way ANOVAs (factors: transplant × time).  Fv/Fm , and ΔF/Fm′ were compared 
before, during and after transplantation using two-way ANOVAs (factors: transplant × 
time). All assumptions for the ANOVA were met; data were square root transformed 
where necessary (Zar 1999). When the ANOVA yielded a significant result (p < 0.05), a 
post-hoc pair-wise comparison of the sample means was performed using the ‘Tukey’s 
honestly significant difference’ test (Tukey HSD).  Probabilities of less than or equal to 
0.05 were taken to be significant.  Analyses were performed using JMP for Windows 
(Version 6.0, SAS Institute Inc.). Empirical data were mathematically fitted to a 
double-exponential decay function (Platt et al. 1980), as described in section 2.2.3.     84
6.3 Results 
6.3.1 Sprig  transplantation 
Differences in ETRmax of the transplanted sprigs were observed.  A two-way interaction 
was detected between transplant and time (F13,498 = 10.46, p < 0.05).  ETRmax of the 
transplanted sprigs did not change significantly after removal from Parmelia Bank when 
on the boat during transport (Figure 21).  By the time the sprigs were planted at 
Southern Flats, their ETRmax was not significantly different.  The transplanted sprigs 
showed a significantly lower ETRmax compared to the control P. sinuosa meadow 
occurring at Southern Flats (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05).  ETRmax of the sprigs took one to 




















































































































































Figure 21: Sprig transplant recovery (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of transplanted (a) 
November, (b) December and (c) February sprigs, in relation to Parmelia 
Bank (before removal), on the boat (during transport) and control meadow 
at Southern Flats.  Within month, ^ indicates where ETRmax were 
significantly different between sprig transplants and control meadow.   85
ETRmax of the natural meadow at Parmelia Bank (growing at 4.6 – 6.6 m) was 
significantly lower than the ETRmax of the natural control meadow at Southern Flats 
(growing at 1.8 – 2.9 m, Tukey HSD, p < 0.05).  Parmelia Bank had lower ambient light 
(197 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1) compared to Southern Flats (544 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1,     
Table 6). 
 
Table 6:   The ambient light (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) at location of RLC 
measurement at Parmelia Bank, on the boat during transport and at Southern 
Flats (n: 96 to 111). 
Location




Parmelia Bank  197.3 ± 140.8
Boat (during transport)    87.2 ± 160.5
Southern Flats  543.8 ± 291.8  
 
Differences in ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of the sprigs were observed.  A two-way interaction 
was detected between transplant and time for ΔF/Fm′ (F13,534 = 10.06, p < 0.05) and    
Fv/Fm (F13,663 = 5.87, p < 0.05).  The ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of the transplanted sprigs did not 
change after removal from Parmelia Bank (Figure 22).  However, by the time they were 
planted at Southern Flats, ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm  had decreased significantly to below that of 
Parmelia Bank before removal (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05).  The transplanted sprigs showed 
significantly lower ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm compared to the control meadow at Southern Flats 
(Tukey HSD, p < 0.05).  The ΔF/Fm′ decreased to below 0.2 after transplantation, 
before full recovery.  The ΔF/Fm′ of the sprigs took up to three months to increase to the 
same level as was recorded at the control meadow.  The ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of the natural 
meadow at Parmelia Bank (4.6 – 6.6 m) were the same as was recorded at the control 























































































































































Figure 22: Sprig transplant recovery of (a) November, (b) December and (c) February 
sprigs. Graphs show effective (ΔF/Fm′) and potential (Fv/Fm) quantum yield 
of sprigs in relation to Parmelia Bank (before removal), on the boat (during 
transport) and control meadow at Southern Flats (mean ± SD).  Within 
month, ^ indicates where yield was significantly different between sprig 
transplants and control meadow.   87
The ΔF/Fm′ ranged between 0.58 - 0.67 at Parmelia Bank and 0.45 – 0.66 at Southern 
Flats control meadow.  The Fv/Fm ranged between 0.76 – 0.80 at Parmelia Bank and         
0.71 – 0.84 at Southern Flats.  The sprig transplants showed their lowest ΔF/Fm′ of   
0.15 – 0.29 immediately after transplantation,  which  increased  to  a  maximum  of       
0.59 – 0.61 in May.  The Fv/Fm of the sprig transplants ranged from 0.54 – 0.67 just 
after transplantation, to a maximum of 0.81 – 0.85 in May.   
 
Incidental measurements were made on a number of sprigs that could not be planted on 
the day of collection.  The sprigs were stored and submerged on site in a crate 
overnight, to be transplanted on the following day.  There was no significant difference 
in photosynthetic rates between sprigs left in the submerged crate overnight before 
planting and sprigs planted the previous day (Figure 23). 
 
Irradiance (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1)
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Figure 23:   Photosynthetic rates of sprigs left submerged in a crate overnight and sprigs 
planted the previous day (mean ± SD, n = 7).   
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The survival of transplanted sprigs, defined as sprigs with leaves attached to rhizomes, 
to May 2005 decreased to 34.3 ± 2.5% for the November sprigs, 37.0 ± 5.7% for the 
December sprigs and 67.5 ± 16.0% for the February sprigs (± SD, Figure 24).  Heavy 
epiphytic fouling was observed after transplantation (Figure 25).  It was also noted that 
some of the wire staples had worked their way out of the sand, resulting in the sprigs 
hanging from the wire staples with their rhizomes out of the sediment.  Epiphytes had 
also colonised the rhizomes of these transplants.  Growth of new leaves was noted in 
May 2005; leaf growth of up to one centimetre was observed.  A variety of fauna was 


































Figure 24: Sprig survival to May 2005.  Sprigs were planted at Southern Flats during 
November and December 2004, and February 2005 (mean ± SD, n = 100). 
 
Table 7:   Fauna observed at Southern Flats transplant site after transplantation, May 
2005.  
Common name Scientific name
West Australian seahorse   Hippocampus angustus
Port Jackson shark   Heterodontus portusjacksoni
Wavy grubfish   Parapercis haackei
Whiting   Sillago species
Butterfish   Pentapodus vitta
Common blowfish   Torquigener pleurogramma
Blue manna crab   Portunus pelagicus
Purple sea urchin   Heliocidaris erythrogramma
Lesueur's sand dollar   Peronella lesueuri
Feather star   Cenolia species
European fan worm   Sabella spallanzani
Horseshoe worm   Phoronis australis
Tube anemone   Pachycerianthus species
Common reef anemone  Isanemonia australis    89
 
Figure 25:   Epiphytic growth on a Posidonia sinuosa sprig at Southern Flats, March 
2005.  This sprig was planted in December 2004. 
 
6.3.2 Plug  transplantation 
ETRmax of the plugs did not change significantly after the plug sleeves were inserted or 
while the plugs were removed before transplantation (Figure 26), although a two-way 
interaction was detected between transplant and time (F22,271 = 1.89, p < 0.05).  ETRmax 
of the 5 cm plugs was significantly higher after transplantation (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05) 
compared to the control meadow and took one week to achieve the same level as was 
recorded at the control meadow.  None of the other plugs showed any difference in 
ETRmax compared to the control meadow after transplantation. A storm in early April 
dislodged and washed away all the 5 cm plug transplants. 
 
The sprigs did not show any difference in ETRmax compared to the control meadow after 
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Figure 26:  Transplant recovery of (a) 5 cm plugs, (b) 10 cm plugs, (c) 15 cm plugs and 
(d) sprigs, showing photosynthetic recovery (ETRmax, mean ± SD) of 
transplants before removal, plug sleeve inserted, plug removed and control 
meadow at Woodman Point.  Within time (month), ^ indicates where ETRmax 
were significantly different between transplants and control meadow.  NB: 
before removal and control meadow 23-25 February are the same data. 
 
 
The ambient light during the transplant process increased from 260 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1 
before transplantation to 880 µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1 after transplantation (Table 8).  This is 
consistent with the diurnal pattern of irradiance throughout the day (Chapter 4).   
Table 8:   The ambient light (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) at location of RLC 
measurement at Woodman Point (before removal), plug sleeve inserted, 
plug removed and transplant location (Woodman Point) (n = 30). 
Location




Woodman Point (before removal)      259.3 ± 145.6
Plug sleeve inserted        540.8 ±   54.0  
Plug removed         724.4 ±   89.1   
Transplant location (Woodman Point)      881.4 ±   80.6     91
Differences in ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of plugs were observed.  Two-way interactions were 
detected between transplant and time for ΔF/Fm′ (F22,288 = 2.90, p < 0.05) and Fv/Fm 
(F22,301 = 1.86, p < 0.05).  The ΔF/Fm′ of the plugs did not change significantly when the 
plug sleeves were inserted, but after the plugs were removed ΔF/Fm′ decreased 
significantly (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 27).  After transplantation ΔF/Fm′ was 
significantly lower than at the control meadow (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05).  The 5 cm plugs 
took five weeks for ΔF/Fm′ to increase to the same level as was recorded at the control 
meadow.  A storm dislodged and washed away all of the 5 cm plugs, six weeks after 
transplantation.  The 10 cm and 15 cm plugs took two weeks for ΔF/Fm′ to recover to the 
same level as was recorded at the control meadow.  The Fv/Fm of the plugs did not change 
significantly when the plug sleeves were inserted, but after the plugs were removed Fv/Fm 
decreased significantly (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 27).  The Fv/Fm of the plugs was 
significantly lower than at the control meadow after transplantation (Tukey  HSD,             
p < 0.05).  The 5 cm plugs took five weeks for Fv/Fm to increase to the same level as was 
recorded at the control meadow, and the 10 cm and 15 cm plugs took two weeks.   
 
The  ΔF/Fm′ of the sprigs decreased significantly  after  transplantation  (Tukey  HSD,          
p < 0.05, Figure 27d) and took five weeks to increase to the same level as was recorded 
at the control meadow.  The Fv/Fm of the sprigs also decreased significantly after 
transplantation (Tukey HSD, p < 0.05, Figure 27d) and took five weeks to increase to 
the same level as was recorded at the control meadow. 
 
The  ΔF/Fm′ of the Woodman Point control meadow ranged from 0.58 – 0.76 and       
Fv/Fm ranged from 0.81 – 0.87.  The plug transplants showed their lowest ΔF/Fm′ of 
0.41 – 0.45 after transplantation, which increased to a maximum of 0.66 – 0.69 in April.  
The sprigs showed their lowest ΔF/Fm′ of 0.34 ± 0.11 after transplantation, which 
increased to a maximum of 0.66 ± 0.03 in April.  The Fv/Fm of the plug transplants 























































































































































Figure 27:   Transplant recovery of (a) 5 cm plugs, (b) 10 cm plugs, (c) 15 cm plugs and 
(d) sprigs.  Graphs show effective (ΔF/Fm′) and potential (Fv/Fm) quantum 
yield of transplanted plugs before removal, plug sleeve inserted, plug 
removed, transplanted sprigs and control meadow at Woodman Point (mean 
± SD).  Within date, ^ indicates where yield was significantly different 
between transplants and control meadow.  NB: before removal and control 
meadow 25 February are the same data.  
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Survival of transplanted plugs and sprigs remained above 70% for five weeks, before a 
storm in early April dislodged and washed away most of the transplants (Figure 28).  
The survival of the transplants after the April storm and subsequent winter weather 
during April, June and July was 10% for the 10 cm plugs and sprigs, and 20% for the  
15 cm plugs.  None of the 5 cm plugs survived the April storm.  Loss of plugs was 
demonstrated by leaves that had been ripped from their leaf sheaths.  Some of the 
rhizome material remained in place after the leaves had been lost.  The sprigs that were 
lost during the storm were not completely washed away.  The rhizomes were still in 
place attached to the wire staples, but the leaves had been ripped from the leaf sheaths.  
Increased epiphytic fouling of surviving transplants was not evident.  Sea urchins were 


































Figure 28:  Plug and sprig survival to 5 July 2005.  A storm in early April dislodged and 






6.4.1 Sprig  transplantation 
Significant changes in the photosynthetic rates of sprigs were observed during the 
transplant process.  There were also significant differences in photosynthetic rates 
between transplanted sprigs and the control meadow at the recipient site (Figure 21 & 
Figure 22).  ETRmax decreased by approximately 20% after sprigs were removed from 
the donor meadow at Parmelia Bank to the point when measurements were made on the 
boat during transport to Southern Flats.  The decreasing ETRmax during transport was 
due to the stresses of removal as the seagrasses were removed from medium light 
conditions at Parmelia Bank and then measured under low light conditions on the boat 
(Table 6).  Seagrass photosynthetic responses to changes in light have been 
documented, indicating that photosynthetic rates decrease under low light conditions 
(Ralph et al. 1998; Major and Dunton 2002; Silva and Santos 2003), such as those 
during transport.  Photosynthetic response to changes in irradiance can occur in short 
periods of time (i.e. within minutes, Ralph and Burchett 1995; Beer et al. 1998; 
Enríquez et al. 2002), as was observed when the sprigs were moved from Parmelia 
Bank onto the boat.   
 
The tying procedure on the boat necessitated that the sprigs were exposed to the air for 
up to 15 minutes, during which time symptoms of desiccation (drying out of leaves) 
were observed.  Desiccation was exacerbated in that the air temperature was on 
occasion up to 20 °C higher than the water temperature.  Many of the sprigs also had to 
wait up to one and a half hours before being transplanted.  Although efforts were made 
to immerse the sprigs as soon as possible when signs of desiccation were noticed, it is 
now recognised that desiccation of the sprigs had a much greater deleterious effect than 
was initially thought. This was evidenced by the time it took for transplanted sprigs to  
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recover to the same photosynthetic activity as was recorded at the control  meadow    
(one to three months).  Björk et al. (1999) reported that desiccation (loss of 50% water 
content in seagrass leaves) can take as little as 10 minutes.  Seddon and Cheshire (2001) 
reported that P. australis showed little recovery after 15 minutes of exposure to air and 
the ability of the seagrass to recover from desiccation decreased at higher temperatures 
and longer air exposure (Ralph 1998b; Seddon and Cheshire 2001).  
 
The decreases in ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm after transplantation, and the significant difference 
between transplanted sprigs and the control meadow, also indicate that stresses of 
removal (desiccation and exposure to increased  temperatures)  were  significant     
(Figure 22).  The ΔF/Fm′ decreased by 55-75% and Fv/Fm decreased by 16-30% during 
the time between removal at Parmelia Bank and planting at Southern Flats.  It took one 
to three months for the yields to recover to the same level as was recorded at the control 
meadow.  Desiccation causes cellular dehydration, which increases the concentration of 
electrolytes within the cell, causing changes to membrane-bound structures including 
the thylakoid (Wiltens et al. 1978).  Since chlorophyll protein complexes are contained 
within the thylakoid membrane, chlorophyll fluorescence is therefore a sensitive 
indicator of structural damage to this membrane (Schreiber and Bilger 1987).  Björk et 
al. (1999) reported that Halophila ovalis displayed a 50% drop in yield (ΔF/Fm′) after a 
loss of only 10% water content and was not able to recover to its original photosynthetic 
activity after losing 40% of its water content.  In contrast, Thalassia testudinum showed 
a remarkable capacity to regain close to its original yield, even after losing 85% water 
(Björk et al. 1999).  P. australis exposed to air for greater than fifteen minutes showed 
complete inhibition of Fv/Fm  , with little indication of recovery after two hours of 
re-immersion (Seddon and Cheshire 2001).  This lack of recovery indicated a more 
persistent PSII damage that was not repaired after eighteen hours of re-immersion 
(Seddon and Cheshire 2001).  In contrast, the results presented here indicate that  
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recovery in the long-term (months) and adjustment to the same level as was recorded at 
the surrounding control meadow is possible, even after significant PSII damage has 
occurred.  Adams and Bate (1994) reported that recovery of Zostera capricorni exposed 
to desiccation was not due to rehabilitation of damaged leaves, but to growth of new 
leaves from basal meristems that were protected from dehydration by leaf sheaths.  This 
was not the case with P. sinuosa sprigs in this study, as growth of new leaves was not 
observed until May 2005, when new leaf growth of up to one centimetre was observed.  
The growth of new leaf material supports findings that some seagrasses are able not 
only to survive, but actively recover and produce new leaf material, even after the large 
shock suffered during transport and the transplant process. 
 
The sprigs suffered from an additional stress by transplanting them from the deeper 
Parmelia Bank to the shallower Southern Flats site, as indicated by the decrease in 
ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm.  Figueroa et al. (2002) reported a decrease in ΔF/Fm′ in Posidonia 
oceanica transferred from 15 to 2.5 m, indicating a partial loss of photoprotective 
mechanisms.  Cymodocea nodosa exhibited a decrease in photosynthetic efficiency with 
decreasing depth (Olesen et al. 2002), and Halophila johnsonii and Halophila decipiens 
showed a decrease in Fv/Fm when transplanted into shallow intertidal meadows (Durako 
et al. 2003). Correspondingly, Fv/Fm increased for intertidal H. johnsonii when 
transplanted into subtidal meadows (Durako et al. 2003). Such depth-related increases 
in photoinhibition, as measured by changes in Fv/Fm , have also been observed for 
macroalgae and seagrasses (Franklin et al. 1996; Ralph et al. 1998; Yakoleva and 
Titlyanov 2001).  Irradiance-induced decreases in Fv/Fm are thought to reflect 
dissipation of excess energy within the light-harvesting antennae (i.e. photoprotection) 
and/or photodamage to PSII (Krause 1991; Ralph and Burchett 1995; Franklin et al. 




There was a significant decrease in survival of  the  sprigs  after  transplantation:      
34.3%, 37.0% and 67.5% survival to May 2005 for November, December and February 
sprigs respectively.  Loss of sprigs was through the transplants being dislodged and 
washed away in the current.  This may have been due to the various different tying 
methods employed by the volunteer transplanters.  Some of the transplanters tied the 
rhizome on with a single piece of twine, while others tied two to three pieces around the 
length of the rhizome.  It is likely that sprigs tied more securely with several pieces of 
twine were more successful in surviving the currents at Southern Flats.  Additional loss 
of sprigs was also caused by heavy epiphytic fouling that occurred after transplantation.  
The weight of the epiphytes pulled many of the leaves from their sheaths, contributing 
another significant stress factor that would have increased the mortality of the 
transplants.   
 
Sprig survival could be increased if tying methods were more consistent and 
transplanters employed several pieces of twine to tie rhizomes.  Desiccation of sprigs 
was believed to be a major factor in the length of time taken for the sprigs to recover to 
the same level as was recorded at the control meadow at Southern Flats.  In order to 
reduce transplantation stresses to a bare minimum, any seagrass transplant material 
should under no circumstance be exposed to the air for any length of time, but should 
remain immersed in seawater at all times.  This would mean that any tying procedures 
should be carried out while the sprigs remain submerged in the seawater-filled 
containers.  Desiccation and temperature shock would thus be minimized, resulting in a 
much increased survival rate of the transplants.   
 
A variety of fauna was observed at the transplant site after transplantation.  Of particular 
interest was the presence of juvenile sea urchins (Heliocidaris erythrogramma), which 
have previously been held responsible for the loss of seagrasses in parts of Cockburn  
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Sound (Paling and van Keulen 2004).  It is unclear whether these sea urchins were 
resident at this site before transplantation or if the transplants from Parmelia Bank 
carried the sea urchins to this site.  Monitoring of any impacts of sea urchins at this 
transplant site should be considered.  It was also noticed that most of the transplanted 
sprigs were hosts to one or more resident Wavy grubfish (Parapercis haackei), which 
indicates that fish and other fauna, including West Australian seahorses (Hippocampus 
angustus), were utilising the sprigs as habitat.  A study on the re-colonisation of fauna at 
seagrass transplant sites is recommended. 
 
6.4.2 Plug  transplantation 
Significant changes in photosynthetic rates of plugs were observed during the transplant 
process.  There were also significant differences in ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm between 
transplanted plugs and sprigs and the control meadow at Woodman Point (Figure 27).  
ETRmax of plugs increased (up to 57%) after the plug sleeves were inserted and 
generally showed a small increase when the plugs were removed before transplantation 
(up to 16%).  After the plugs and sprigs were transplanted, their ETRmax had increased 
by 102%, 35% and 62% for 5 and 15 cm plugs, and sprigs respectively, compared to 
before removal.  Only the 10 cm plugs did not change immediately after transplantation.  
The increasing ETRmax during transplantation was most likely due to a reduction in 
self-shading, which resulted from moving surrounding seagrasses out of the way, 
planting the plugs in bare areas and the normal diurnal increase of ambient light during 
the morning (Table 8).  These factors resulted in increased light reaching the plugs, 
thereby increasing photosynthetic rates (Ralph et al. 1998; Major and Dunton 2002; 
Silva and Santos 2003).  This process can take place in a matter of minutes (Ralph and 




ETRmax of transplants on the day of transplantation were significantly higher than the 
control meadow (Figure 26), although this was most likely due to different sampling 
times that could not be avoided for logistical reasons. The seagrasses at the control 
meadow were measured before the transplants were collected and therefore significant 
time had elapsed before the transplants were planted and measured.  It is expected that 
the ETRmax of the control meadow would have increased, coincident with the diurnal 
pattern of irradiance throughout the day (Chapter 4, Ralph et al. 1998; Silva and Santos 
2003), and would therefore have been closer to that of the transplants after planting.  
The transplants recovered relatively quickly and after two weeks the ETRmax of all 
transplants were the same as was recorded at the control meadow, and from then on 
followed the same photosynthetic pattern as the control meadow.   
 
The  ΔF/Fm′ of the plugs did not change when the plug sleeves were inserted, but 
decreased significantly (20-30%) when the plugs were removed, indicating that the 
stresses of removal were substantial.  After the plugs and sprigs had been transplanted, 
ΔF/Fm′  had decreased by 20-42% compared to before removal, which was significantly 
lower than the ΔF/Fm′ at the control meadow.  The Fv/Fm of the transplants was 
consistently lower than the control meadow, taking up to five weeks to increase to the 
same level as was recorded at the control meadow.  Decreases in ΔF/Fm′ with increasing 
light have been documented (Figueroa et al. 2002; Major and Dunton 2002; Durako et 
al. 2003), indicating a partial loss of photoprotective mechanisms (Figueroa et al. 2002).  
Irradiance-induced decreases in Fv/Fm are thought to reflect dissipation of excess energy 
within the light-harvesting antennae (i.e. photoprotection) and/or photodamage to PSII 
(Krause 1991; Ralph and Burchett 1995; Franklin et al. 1996).   
 
The recovery of ΔF/Fm′ was related to the diameter of the plugs, whereby shorter 
recovery times were recorded for larger plug sizes.  The largest 15 cm plugs took two  
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weeks to recover, as did the 10 cm plugs, whereas the 5 cm plugs took five weeks to 
recover before a storm in early April dislodged and washed away all the 5 cm plug 
transplants.  The sprigs also took five weeks for ΔF/Fm′ to recover, and five weeks for 
Fv/Fm , and were similar in size to the 5 cm plugs.  The extended recovery times for 
ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm of the sprigs indicates that the PSII damage to the sprigs during 
transplantation takes several weeks to recover (Seddon and Cheshire 2001), and that the 
damage to the sprigs was greater than was inflicted on the plug transplants. By the same 
token, it also indicates that recovery is possible, even after significant PSII damage has 
occurred.   
 
There was a significant decrease in survival of plugs and sprigs after transplantation to 
July 2005: 10% survival for the 10 cm plugs and sprigs, and 20% for the 15 cm plugs.  
Loss of the transplants occurred during a severe storm in early April and subsequent 
losses were due to increased seas and swells of normal winter weather.  The storm 
caused severe turbulence in the shallow waters of the transplant site, which resulted in 
the transplants being dislodged and washed away.  Campbell and Paling (2003) reported 
that survival of P. australis plugs at Success Bank, Western Australia, could be 
increased by up to 50% if artificial seagrass mats were used to stabilise sediment.  In a 
study on the effects of depth on transplantation, Paling et al. (2000) in the same area 
reported that increasing depth did not appear to provide protection from the effects of 
wave climate on sediment movement.  Molenaar and Meinesz  (1992) reported that a 
depth of less than 10 m was sufficiently shallow for storms to rip away rhizome material 
in P. oceanica meadows.  The natural meadow surrounding the transplants in this study 
did not appear to afford protection to the plugs and sprigs transplanted at this site.  This 
was also reported for 15 cm plugs transplanted on Success Bank (Paling et al. 2000), 
which is relatively close to the site in this study (5 km north of Parmelia Bank).  
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The 15 cm plugs showed the best survival and photosynthetic recovery, and it is 
therefore recommended that future studies use transplant units that are as large as 
possible.  In high energy environments off the coast of Western Australia (Lord et al. 
1999; Paling et al. 2001a) small transplant units cannot be adequately anchored to 
survive for any extended period of time (van Keulen et al. 2003).  However, plugs with 
a large diameter may have greater success in less energetic environments such as 
Cockburn Sound (Tunbridge 2000). 
 
6.4.3  General summary and discussion 
Sprigs were transplanted from Parmelia Bank to Southern Flats, Western Australia, 
during November and December 2004, and February 2005.  The sprigs took one to three 
months for their photosynthetic rates (ETRmax, ΔF/Fm′ and Fv/Fm) to recover to the same 
level as was recorded at the natural control meadow at Southern F l a t s .   T h i s  w a s  
primarily due to desiccation suffered during transport between sites.  Survival of sprigs 
to May 2005 decreased to 34.3% for the November sprigs, 37.0% for the December 
sprigs and 67.5% for the February sprigs, due to currents washing away the sprigs and 
heavy epiphytic fouling. 
 
Plugs (5 cm, 10 cm and 15 cm diameter) and sprigs were transplanted to Woodman 
Point, Western Australia, during February 2005.  Photosynthetic rates of plugs and 
sprigs took up to five weeks to recover to the same level as was recorded at the natural 
control meadow at Woodman Point.  Survival of plugs and sprigs to July 2005 was 
reduced to 10% for the 10 cm plugs and sprigs, and 20% for the 15 cm plugs, due to 
winter swells and storms.  None of the 5 cm plugs survived a storm in early April 2005.   
 
The main difference between sprigs transplanted at Southern Flats and plugs 
transplanted at Woodman Point was the time taken to achieve photosynthetic recovery.   
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Recovery of the sprigs was severely prolonged because the sprigs were exposed to air 
and periods of desiccation during transport to the recipient site.  The plugs at Woodman 
Point did not suffer from desiccation because transplants were transported underwater to 
the donor site.  Therefore, desiccation was a significant factor in the transplantation of 
seagrasses and all attempts should be made to reduce or eliminate the amount of time 
that transplants spend out of the water exposed to air.  Tying procedures should be 
carried out while transplants remain submerged in order to reduce desiccation and 
temperature shock, thereby increasing survival of the transplants.   
 
Survival of both sprigs and plugs was significantly reduced due to water movement at 
both sites.  Survival rates of transplants could be increased if sufficient and suitable 
anchoring methods were employed, such as more efficient tying of sprigs, and increased 
transplant size for plug transplants.  The impact of sea urchins observed at the Southern 
Flats site should be monitored, as they may have an influence on the survival of 
transplants. 
 
Both the sprig and plug transplantation projects occurred during spring to late summer.  
Spring and summer were shown to be the times of highest photosynthetic activity for   
P. sinuosa and other species (Chapter 3, Iizumi 1996; Lin and Shao 1998; Plus et al. 
2005).  It could be argued that the optimal time to conduct seagrass transplantation 
should be when the productivity of the seagrasses is lowest, i.e. during winter when 
seagrasses are least photosynthetically active.  This may reduce the stress on the 
seagrasses, as they would primarily be relying on stored carbohydrates in their rhizomes 
during this time, rather than on photosynthetically derived carbon (Dawes and Lawrence 
1979,  1980;  Durako  and  Moffler  1985;  Touchette  and  Burkholder  2000).                   
By transplanting when the seagrasses are least photosynthetically active, any negative 
effects on photosynthesis may be less likely to impede transplant survival.  However,  
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the physiological factors affecting seagrass survival need to be balanced with the 
logistical concerns of transplanting, which may preclude winter transplanting in some 
regions. 
 
Seagrass sprig transplantation is proceeding well, with 1.4 ha of seagrass transplanted to 
date.  More sprigs are expected to be planted in the near future and lessons learned from 





7.   Summary and Conclusion 
  
Chlorophyll fluorescence measurements have been used in the assessment of 
photosynthetic efficiency (Krause and Weis 1991) and are useful in the analysis of 
photosynthetic activity of plants under normal and stressed conditions (Schreiber and 
Bilger 1987; Ralph 1998b; Ralph and Burchett 1998b).  Using chlorophyll fluorescence 
to assess the changes in photosynthetic activity of seagrasses during transplantation was 
recommended by Tunbridge (2000) who suggested the quantification of transplant stress 
during each phase of the transplant process (extraction, transport, deployment and post 
planting).  The present study is central to transplantation and rehabilitation studies in 
that it aimed to determine the extent and possible causes of stress to seagrasses during 
transplantation so that rehabilitation efforts might be improved by reducing stress 
during the transplant process.  The study first looked into the natural seasonal and 
diurnal variation of three seagrass species (Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and 
Halophila ovalis) growing in Cockburn Sound after determining appropriate 
photosynthetic absorptance factors.  Two adjacent, physically separated sites were also 
examined in order to determine if apparent visual differences between the sites were 
reflected by measured physical and photosynthetic characteristics.  Finally, the 
photosynthetic rates of transplanted sprigs and plugs before, during and after 
transplantation were examine to determine if transplants showed signs of photosynthetic 
recovery.   
 
A pilot study to establish absorptance factors (taking into account transmittance, 
reflectance and non-photosynthetic absorptance of light by the leaves) determined 
absorptance factors of 0.64 ± 0.04 for P. sinuosa, 0.59 ± 0.02 for P. australis and     
0.55 ± 0.02 for H. ovalis.  Using accurate absorptance factors is vital, especially when 
fluorescence measurements are to be used as estimates of productivity.  Over-estimating  
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absorptance can lead to ETR being up to 46% too high and confirms that caution must 
be taken when using fluorescence to derive an estimation of productivity.  It was also 
important to quantify the effects of potential errors during measurement of RLCs, as it 
was the author’s experience that movement of seagrass leaves increased measurement 
variability when using the Diving-PAM.  Any movement of seagrass leaves resulted in 
incorrect measurements of electron transport rates (ETR), reinforcing the importance of 
ensuring that leaves remained stationary in the Diving-USH.   
 
The quantification and comparison of natural seasonal  and  diurnal  fluctuation  of          
P. sinuosa, P. australis and H. ovalis was determined before the effects of other stresses 
were examined.  Seasonal and diurnal photosynthetic rates differed significantly among 
species.  The highest ETRmax for each species occurred in summer and decreased during 
autumn.  H. ovalis had the highest ETRmax followed by P. australis and P. sinuosa.  
Photosynthetic rates for each species showed a diurnal pattern coincident with 
irradiance throughout the day.  The large variability reported in this and other studies 
(Ralph et al. 1998; Silva and Santos 2003; Runcie and Durako 2004) indicates that it 
may be difficult to determine when changes in photosynthesis are the product of a 
stressor or simply normal diurnal and seasonal fluctuations.  These results also indicate 
that the effects of external stress on ETR have to be greater than the natural variation of 
the seagrasses in order to be attributed to stress.  It is unlikely that changes in ETR can 
be exclusively attributed to a particular external stress. 
 
Using chlorophyll fluorescence to measure ETR and obtain estimates of productivity of 
a seagrass meadow would be ideal for management authorities as it is a rapid and 
non-destructive technique (Beer et al. 1998; Ralph et al. 1998).  However, seasonal and 
diurnal fluctuations in the seagrass’ photosynthetic activity need to be considered.  This 
was supported by the fact that ETRmax (which in theory is directly related to gross  
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photosynthesis) varied throughout the day within a range that was 3 to 4 times greater 
than its lowest value.  Basing a productivity estimate solely on ETRmax values would 
significantly over-estimate results.  Therefore, when attempting to use ETR as an 
estimation of productivity, seasonal and daily integrals must be used to take into 
account the dynamics of real-time adjustments in photosynthesis.   
 
Apparent differences between two seagrass meadows separated by a causeway were 
examined in terms of seagrass photosynthetic activity and meadow characteristics.   
Studies were carried out to determine if apparent visual differences between the sites 
were reflected by measured physical and photosynthetic characteristics.  The results 
indicated a poor connection between physical and photosynthetic characteristics at these 
two meadows.    The natural variation in photosynthetic ETR differed by 32 and 18% of 
the mean at the west and east sites respectively.  Meadow characteristics varied between 
13 and 119%.  Large fluctuations in meadow characteristics within sites make it 
difficult to determine whether one site is “healthier” than another.  This indicates that 
the effects of stresses on changes in ETR and meadow characteristics have to be greater 
than the natural variation of the meadows and it would be difficult to attribute these 
changes exclusively to a particular stress.  Therefore caution should be used when 
attempting to visually assess the photosynthetic activity of a site based on physical 
characteristics.  It was recommended that future studies using chlorophyll fluorometry 
could be expanded to determine how changes in water flow relate to photosynthetic 
activity. 
 
This study also aimed to examine the photosynthetic rates of transplanted sprigs and 
plugs before, during and after transplantation and to determine if they showed signs of 
photosynthetic recovery. The transplanted seagrasses were compared to a control 
meadow at the transplant site to determine if the transplants recovered to the same rate  
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as natural seagrasses and how long the recovery process took.  Sprigs were transplanted 
at Southern Flats during the summer of 2004/2005.  The sprigs took one to three months 
for their photosynthetic rates to recover to the same level as was recorded at the control 
meadow at the recipient site. Plugs (5, 10 and 15 cm diameter) and sprigs were 
transplanted at Woodman Point during February 2005.  The plugs and sprigs took up to 
five weeks for their photosynthetic rates to recover to the same level as was recorded at 
the control meadow.  The main difference between the sprigs transplanted at Southern 
Flats and the plugs and sprigs transplanted at Woodman Point was the time taken to 
achieve photosynthetic recovery.  The recovery of the sprigs at Southern Flats was 
severely prolonged because they were exposed to air and periods of desiccation during 
transport to the recipient site.  The plugs and sprigs at Woodman Point did not suffer 
from desiccation as the transplants were transported underwater to the donor site.  This 
study has shown that desiccation was a significant factor in deciding the degree of 
transplantation success. All attempts should be made to reduce or eliminate the amount 
of time that transplants spend out of the water and exposed to air.   
 
Survival of both sprigs and plugs was significantly reduced (34-67% for the sprigs and 
down to 10% for the plugs) due to water movement at both sites.  Survival rates of 
transplants could be increased if sufficient and suitable anchoring methods were 
employed, such as more efficient tying of sprigs and increased transplant size for plug 
transplants.  It is recommended that future studies use transplant units that are as large 
as possible.  In high energy environments off the west coast of Australia (Lord et al. 
1999; Paling et al. 2001a) small transplant units cannot be adequately anchored to 
survive for any extended period of time (van Keulen et al. 2003).  However, large 
diameter plugs may have greater success in less energetic environments such as 
Cockburn Sound (Tunbridge 2000).  The growth of new leaf material on the sprigs at 
Southern Flats supported the findings that the seagrasses are able not only to survive,  
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but also to actively recover and produce new leaf material, even after the shock 
experienced during transport and extended time to achieve photosynthetic recovery. 
 
These findings indicate that after recovery, the seagrass transplants showed comparable 
photosynthetic activity to the control meadow.  However, despite a recovery in 
photosynthetic activity, the loss of transplants due to high water movement was not 
avoided.  The effects of high current and heavy epiphytic loading did not manifest 
themselves as reductions in photosynthetic activity.  In this case, using photosynthetic 
activity as an indicator of possible transplant loss was not appropriate.  Similarly, Biber 
et al. (2005) indicated that there was evidence for photoacclimation and that the 
fluctuation in photosynthetic yield was minimised because plants were acclimating, 
even up to the point of mortality.  Therefore, using yield as the only indicator of 
potential seagrass loss is unlikely to be a suitable tool to measure sub-lethal chronic 
stress response in seagrass (Biber et al. 2005).      
 
A variety of fauna was observed at Southern Flats transplant site after transplantation.  
Of particular interest was the presence of juvenile sea urchins (Heliocidaris 
erythrogramma), which have previously been held responsible for the loss of seagrasses 
in Cockburn Sound (Paling and van Keulen 2004).  The impact of sea urchins observed 
at Southern Flats site should be monitored as they may also have an influence on the 
survival of the transplants.  It was also noticed that fish and other fauna including West 
Australian seahorses (Hippocampus angustus) were utilising the sprigs  as  habitat.         
A study on the re-colonisation of fauna at seagrass transplant sites is recommended. 
 
Seagrass transplantation is proceeding well in Cockburn Sound.  About 1.4 ha of sprigs 
have already been established and more sprigs are to be planted in the near future.     
The lessons learned from this study will be employed to increase transplant successes.  
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7.1 Post  script 
After this thesis study was conducted and written, further seagrass transplantation was 
carried out from November 2005 to April 2006, continuing the Seagrass Research and 
Rehabilitation Plan, Project 3.  Several of the recommendations of the present thesis 
study were taken into account during the continued transplantation.  Biodegradable 
cable-ties were used to fasten the rhizomes of the sprigs to the wire staples, to reduce 
the number of sprigs being washed away by the current (E. Paling, personal 
communication).  The cable-ties also made it easier for the volunteers to attach the 
sprigs to the wire staples, which resulted in a more homogenised tying effort.  In 
particular, efforts to keep the sprigs submerged have been increased, although tying still 
necessitated emersion of sprigs (J. Verduin, personal communication).  In total, 2 ha of 
seagrass sprigs have now been transplanted at Southern Flats.  
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9.   Appendix  of  original  data 
Chapter 3:  Seasonal variation in the photosynthetic rates of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis.   
  ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD) and ΔF/Fm′ (mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis, and water 
temperature and ambient irradiance (µmol quanta m
-2 s
-1) at location of RLC measurement at Woodman Point (NA = no sample taken) (data 
corresponds to Figure 6, Table 3, Figure 7, Figure 8 and Figure 9). 
 
Species Date
ETRmax                        
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ Water 
Temp (°C)
Ambient irradiance at 
site of measurement   
(µmol quanta m¯² s¯¹)
 Posidonia sinuosa  10 Oct '03   16.8 ±   8.7 0.27 ± 0.10 18 25-50
22 Oct '03  24.1 ± 06.3 0.51 ± 0.09 20 160-200
05 Nov '03  40.6 ± 06.3 0.39 ± 0.10 20 670-690
16 Dec '03  42.1 ± 03.7 0.43 ± 0.08 21 300-400
19 Mar '03  24.9 ± 04.3 0.62 ± 0.05 22 130-140
5 May '04  19.4 ± 04.6 0.71 ± 0.03 19 130-140
27 May '04   21.0 ±   2.9 0.57 ± 0.05 17 150-160
 Posidonia australis  10 Oct '03   42.8 ± 15.9 0.55 ± 0.04 18 180-300
22 Oct '03  26.7 ± 04.5 0.68 ± 0.02 20 160-200
05 Nov '03  34.9 ± 07.0 0.48 ± 0.11 20 640-660
16 Dec '03   42.3 ± 10.3 0.61 ± 0.08 21 400-470
19 Mar '03  24.5 ± 05.8 0.75 ± 0.06 22 110-120
5 May '04  23.7 ± 12.9 0.59 ± 0.09 19 200-220
27 May '04  20.3 ± 06.4 0.47 ± 0.11 17 180-200
 Halophila ovalis  10 Oct '03  47.2 ± 07.9 0.37 ± 0.07 18 330-340
22 Oct '03  32.0 ± 05.8 0.32 ± 0.05 20 400-700
05 Nov '03  39.3 ± 08.0 0.35 ± 0.09 20 640-660
16 Dec '03   60.1 ± 16.7 0.43 ± 0.04 21 370-470
19 Mar '03  NA NA 22 NA
5 May '04  36.1 ± 04.7 0.59 ± 0.07 19 200-220






Chapter 4:    Diurnal variation in the photosynthesis of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia australis and Halophila ovalis 
  Diurnal variation in ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD), ΔF/Fm′ (mean ± SD) and Fv/Fm (mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa, Posidonia 





ETRmax              
(µmol electron m
-2 s
-1)  ΔF / Fm′  Fv / Fm 
Posidonia sinuosa  0700   9.0 ±  1.0  0.74 ± 0.04  0.87 ± 0.01 
   0900    16.9 ±  4.6 
a  0.72 ± 0.06  0.87 ± 0.02 
   1100      19.2 ±  6.1
 a b  0.61 ± 0.14  0.83 ± 0.04 
   1300  27.2 ±  7.9  0.67 ± 0.07  0.83 ± 0.02 
   1500  30.7 ±  5.0  0.67 ± 0.07  0.82 ± 0.04 
   1630    22.1 ±  1.1
 b  0.73 ± 0.02  0.83 ± 0.03 
     
 
    
Posidonia australis  0700  11.1 ±  2.8  0.79 ± 0.02  0.88 ± 0.01 
   0900    21.5 ±  2.5 
c  0.77 ± 0.06  0.86 ± 0.02 
   1100  29.9 ±  6.4  0.71 ± 0.07  0.85 ± 0.03 
   1300    38.8 ±  8.4
 d  0.70 ± 0.05  0.83 ± 0.06 
   1500    35.1 ±  3.6
 d  0.67 ± 0.06  0.83 ± 0.04 
   1630    21.5 ±  2.3 
c  0.74 ± 0.03  0.83 ± 0.03 
     
 
    
Halophila ovalis  0700     16.5 ±  4.4
 e  0.76 ± 0.02  0.86 ± 0.03 
   0900    23.5 ±  7.6 
f  0.69 ± 0.03  0.85 ± 0.03 
   1100   32.1 ± 11.2  0.63 ± 0.03  0.82 ± 0.03 
   1300     47.3 ± 15.4
 g  0.57 ± 0.06  0.81 ± 0.04 
   1500     43.3 ±  6.6
 g  0.63 ± 0.09  0.81 ± 0.03 
   1630      21.0 ±  5.6






Chapter 6:  Photosynthetic recovery and survival of Posidonia sinuosa sprigs and plugs after transplantation.   
  ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD), ΔF/Fm′ (mean ± SD) and Fv/Fm (mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa sprigs before removal for 
transplantation at Parmelia Bank, during transport on the boat, after transplantation at Southern Flats and Southern Flats control meadow (data 





ETRmax                         
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
ETRmax                         
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
ETRmax                         
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
ETRmax                         
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
 November  18.2 ± 6.8 0.60 ± 0.16 0.80 ± 0.04  17.0 ± 2.9 0.65 ± 0.10 0.76 ± 0.04  27.2 ±  6.7 0.53 ± 0.13 0.75 ± 0.05  12.9 ±   6.4 0.20 ± 0.14 0.61 ± 0.13  November
 December 20.5 ± 5.3 0.58 ± 0.12 0.76 ± 0.11 15.1 ± 5.2 0.40 ± 0.26 0.72 ± 0.07 34.6 ± 10.4 0.47 ± 0.14 0.71 ± 0.07 27.2 ±  10.0 0.18 ± 0.08 0.52 ± 0.17  November
17.1 ±   3.8 0.15 ± 0.09 0.54 ± 0.16  December
 February 24.2 ± 6.1 0.67 ± 0.15 0.80 ± 0.02 17.4 ± 4.7 0.70 ± 0.08 0.80 ± 0.03 37.6 ± 11.5 0.45 ± 0.19 0.74 ± 0.08 37.4 ±   8.2 0.32 ± 0.17 0.70 ± 0.08  November
42.9 ± 14.7 0.35 ± 0.14 0.70 ± 0.12  December
27.4 ±   6.4 0.29 ± 0.15 0.67 ± 0.12  February
 March 27.5 ±  6.3 0.66 ± 0.09 0.82 ± 0.05 25.7 ±   8.1 0.49 ± 0.09 0.80 ± 0.07  November
27.1 ±   7.5 0.61 ± 0.10 0.83 ± 0.04  December
31.6 ±   5.6 0.49 ± 0.14 0.78 ± 0.07  February
 May 42.4 ±  6.1 0.59 ± 0.06 0.84 ± 0.05 31.6 ±   6.5 0.61 ± 0.08 0.85 ± 0.03  November
41.7 ±  11.6 0.60 ± 0.05 0.83 ± 0.05  December
35.2 ±   6.4 0.59 ± 0.09 0.81 ± 0.05  February














Chapter 6:  Photosynthetic recovery and survival of Posidonia sinuosa sprigs and plugs after transplantation.   
  ETRmax (µmol electron m
-2 s
-1, mean ± SD), ΔF/Fm′ (mean ± SD) and Fv/Fm (mean ± SD) of Posidonia sinuosa plugs and sprigs before removal, plug 




Maximum ETR          
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
Maximum ETR          
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
Maximum ETR          
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
Maximum ETR          
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
Maximum ETR          
(µmol electron m¯² s¯¹)
ΔF / F m′ F v  / F m
February 23 before removal  18.0 ± 2.3 0.71 ± 0.05 0.83 ± 0.04  18.0 ± 2.3 0.71 ± 0.05 0.83 ± 0.04
plug sleeve inserted 23.9 ± 6.2 0.59 ± 0.12 0.81 ± 0.03
plug removed 27.5 ± 7.7 0.41 ± 0.16 0.76 ± 0.04
transplanted 24.3 ± 5.7 0.45 ± 0.05 0.69 ± 0.10
February 24 before removal 19.0 ± 5.6 0.68 ± 0.05 0.81 ± 0.03 19.0 ± 5.6 0.68 ± 0.05 0.81 ± 0.03
plug sleeve inserted 18.8 ± 6.3 0.67 ± 0.07 0.81 ± 0.04
plug removed 19.7 ± 5.5 0.53 ± 0.07 0.82 ± 0.05
transplanted 18.5 ± 5.4 0.47 ± 0.05 0.78 ± 0.05
February 25 before removal 15.9 ± 4.6 0.58 ± 0.08 0.81 ± 0.02 15.9 ± 04.6 0.58 ± 0.08 0.81 ± 0.02 15.9 ± 4.6 0.58 ± 0.08 0.81 ± 0.02
plug sleeve inserted 24.9 ± 07.1 0.60 ± 0.11 0.81 ± 0.06
plug removed 24.6 ± 07.2 0.44 ± 0.07 0.79 ± 0.06
transplanted 32.1 ± 07.1 0.46 ± 0.03 0.73 ± 0.11 25.7 ± 9.6 0.34 ± 0.11 0.63 ± 0.07
March 3  40.1 ± 7.2 0.72 ± 0.04 0.85 ± 0.05 36.7 ± 11.5 0.42 ± 0.07 0.73 ± 0.10 34.4 ± 4.1 0.45 ± 0.08 0.71 ± 0.05 34.4 ± 8.8 0.51 ± 0.10 0.73 ± 0.04 31.3 ± 6.7 0.34 ± 0.11 0.73 ± 0.07
March 10  26.2 ± 4.2 0.73 ± 0.04 0.85 ± 0.03 27.2 ± 05.0 0.62 ± 0.07 0.81 ± 0.07 21.9 ± 6.6 0.65 ± 0.09 0.78 ± 0.05 25.0 ± 6.6 0.60 ± 0.15 0.83 ± 0.07 23.3± 6.3 0.46 ± 0.14 0.70 ± 0.14
March 17  23.6 ± 7.4 0.64 ± 0.09 0.81 ± 0.03 23.4 ± 06.1 0.41 ± 0.11 0.75 ± 0.10 23.1 ± 5.4 0.47 ± 0.11 0.78 ± 0.05 20.7 ± 4.6 0.51 ± 0.14 0.75 ± 0.09 22.4 ± 5.4 0.42 ± 0.13 0.74 ± 0.11
March 31  29.7 ± 6.4 0.66 ± 0.06 0.84 ± 0.03 27.2 ± 02.3 0.52 ± 0.07 0.79 ± 0.05 27.4 ± 3.6 0.57 ± 0.05 0.82 ± 0.03 29.5 ± 5.2 0.64 ± 0.08 0.84 ± 0.02 30.1 ± 2.0 0.48 ± 0.06 0.80 ± 0.07
April 8 17.4 ± 4.1 0.74 ± 0.01 0.85 ± 0.03 none surviving 20.7 ± 2.2 0.67 ± 0.03 0.86 ± 0.02 15.8 ± 3.6 0.69 ± 0.02 0.84 ± 0.04 22.4 ± 5.2 0.66 ± 0.03 0.81 ± 0.01
July 5 11.5 ± 0.6 0.76 ± 0.03 0.87 ± 0.02 none surviving 12.4 ± 0.0 0.58 ± 0.00 0.83 ± 0.00 10.7 ± 1.2 0.70 ± 0.02 0.88 ± 0.00 15.7 ± 0.0 0.65 ± 0.00 0.87 ± 0.00
15 cm plugs sprigs Date Woodman Point Control Meadow 5 cm plugs 10 cm plugs
 
 
 